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Confidentially Speaking 





HOW RATIONAL ARE RATIONALISTS? 


A reader has recently asked for a good definition 
of Rationalism. We have seen none better than that in 
the “American College Dictionary’, as follows: “Ra- 
tionalism is the principle or habit of accepting reason as 
the supreme authority in matters of opinion, belief, and 
conduct."’ This is brief and pointed, and it does not limit 
Rationalism to any one particular subject. 

Some Rationalists have seemed inclined, for in- 
stance, to limit their thinking and discussions to the sub- 
ject of religion, but by the above definition Rationalists 
can be expected to be rational about many subjects other 
than religion. Particularly are we thinking of such closely 
related subjects as human survival, world peace, popula- 
tion control, physical and mental health, our Constitu- 
tional freedoms, and other similar subjects which are 
most essential to the very existence of all our minority 
groups such as Rationalists, Humanists and Freethinkers. 

Hector Hawton, Editor of The Humanist (of Eng- 
land) writes us that he considers “Rationalism as being 
identical with Scientific Humanism,” and in no sense a 
relizion, of course. Another authority has stated that 
“Nothing human is alien to Humanism.” Thus if Ra- 
tionalism is identical with non-religious Humanism, its 
range of interest and subject-matter is as wide as the 
human race itself. We shall be happy to hear from other 
readers on this subject. 


—THE EDITOR 
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the pic on the cover 


Joseph McCabe has referred to 
a letter which Mark Twain wrote 
to a young man who asked if Jesus 
of the Bible would be included 
among the 100 greatest men in 
history. Twain answered: “Yes, if 
you would also include Satan along 
with Jesus as the men who had 
most influenced history.” Twain 
then adds that “the devil is worth 
99% to the business of holy re- 
ligion.”’ 

See an excerpt from his “Mys- 
terious Stranger” on page 9. 


AN EDITORIAL 





DEMONSTRATING FAITH IN MAN 


The writer has been considering this subject of 
‘Faith in Man’ for the past several years and according 
to his observations those who seem consciously to express 
their faith in man believe that this faith can become 
a world-unifying force. It is unifying. rather than divisive. 
Its ideals are already familiar to everyone. They are 
inherent in the democratic way of life. They can, there- 
fore, provide a common core of ideas and _ ideals 
around which the world can unite. 

These advocates of a greater faith in man live as 
if their lives in this world were equally as important as 
in any other possible existence. In other words, they 
are not concerned with the matter of immortality, but 
are concerned with “the good life’ of faith and con- 
fidence in their fellow man in this life. They readily 
accept the world which exists on this side of the grave 
as the place for moral struggle and creative living, and 
seek an abundant life for their neighbors as for them- 
selves. The fact is, the great majority of people, both 
within and without the Church, exemplify exactly this 
attitude in their daily lives far more than they seem 
to be living for any future life of less certain existence. 

The devotee to the philosophy of ‘‘Faith in Man” 
lives as if people count most. He believes in people and 
he likes people. The human individual and his fulfill- 
ment is the primary value. He holds with Protagoras that 
“Man IS the measure of all things’. Just as Jesus is re- 
ported to have said that “Sabbath was made for man and 
not man for the Sabbath’, so he believes that all laws, 
all customs, all institutions are made for man and not 
man for them. The worth, or lack of it, of laws, govern- 
ments, and churches is discovered in the quality of 
human life which they produce and promote. As the 
noted philosopher, Max Otto, puts it, ““The goal of the 
human enterprise is noble human living’’. This is the 
measure of humanity's success on this earth. 

Again, the author and editor, Edwin H. Wilson, 
has stated this sentiment in a splendid pamphlet in 
which he indicates that those who express in their lives 
and attitudes such a faith in man are likewise con- 
cerned for all men. They believe in human equality. 
Although they know that individuals differ in ability, 
they also know that there is no master race, no nationality 
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or class which is superior to others. Virtue, intelligence 
and competency are not distributed according to color 
of skin, or hair, or place of birth, or inherited wealth. 
Not only do they not push others around, but when 
any human being is abused, they find it to be their con- 
cern. To them, no group of people is inherently qualified 
to dominate or to exploit any other. Respecting all men, 
they do not stir up hatreds, antagonisms, and prejudices, 
but rather seek to resolve human problems by recon- 
ciliation and goodwill. They are found in the forefront 
of the effort to end racial prejudice and injustice. 


Those who cherish this faith in man live as if they 
must and can depend upon the cooperation of all men 
of goodwill to end poverty, war, disease, prejudice. 
These evils are the real challenges to “the Human enter- 
prise’. They have faith that together men have the 
ability to build a decent world. Scientific research in 
the hands of conscientious and dedicated men can be 
made an instrument of human welfare rather than one 
for man’s destruction. Man is the active agent who 
harnesses nature’s elements to his purposes. They also 
realize that man must work with and attempt to control 
nature on a planetary scale under some sort of a de- 
mocratic federation for the salvation of all men. Such 
a condition is one of the ultimate goals of man today. 
As President Eisenhower has well said, ‘““Today there 
is no alternative to Peace.” : 


Surely it is now time for those who believe and 
live “faith in man’’ to make known their views and be 
counted in this significant program. Gradually all over 
the world more and more people are awakening to a 
realization of this common faith with its common goals. 
Those who are aware of this faith believe that time 
is on the side of their convictions. They see a move- 
ment toward the essential fact that democracy is necessary 
for human survival, and that world democracy can only 
be realized through a universal faith and respect for 


man as man, implemented by a socially responsible 
science. 


I should like to conclude this discourse with another 
brief statement from Norman Cousins of the Saturday 
Review in which he insists, that in spite of all the world’s 
problems and the decisions which it faces, that it’s an 


exciting time to live: “If you had the entire range of 


history to choose from, what period would you choose 


in which to live? As for ourselves, we would 


choose the present. The danger to human mind and 


flesh may never have been greater . . . Despite it all, 
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THE RIGHT TO PLAN 


by Edd Doerr 


The majority of Americans have 
long regarded their basic rights, 
such as those described in our 
Constitution and Bill of Rights, as 
inalienable, axiomatic and com- 
pletely independent of any author- 
ity civil or acclesiastical. — And 
rightly so. But there is one basic 
right the existence of which not 
all Americans are aware and the 
exercise of which is limited by the 
inadequacies of our various edu- 
cational systems. The right to 
which I refer, of course, is that 
of Every American family to care- 
fully plan its own size and com- 
position, for reasons which are 
best known to each family. 

Naturally, every family has the 
right to either plan its size and 
composition intelligently or to just 
leave the matter entirely to the 
vicissitudes of chance. But in 
addition to this basic right, and in 
order to permit the full intelligent 
exercise of this right, every Ameri- 
can has the right to obtain suf- 
ficient information to render him 
or her able to make wise choices 
in this matter. Further, this in- 
formation should be made avail- 
able to Americans before they are 
in the position of having to make 
decisions regarding their families. 
Then, too, every American should 
be aware of the views of sociolo- 
gists, psychologists, physicians and 
other experts regarding the value 
of intelligent family planning to 
marital ‘stability, happiness and 
well-being in general, and also to 
financial solvency. In this regard, 
as our public schools and various 
church and civic groups are al- 
ready offering courses such as 
“(Marriage and the Family” and/or 
marital counseling services, it also 
would be a good idea to introduce 
information about intelligent fam- 
ily planning through these edu- 
cational media. 

Objections are sure to be made 
to such a program on theological 
or other grounds, but in the light 
of the facts, honestly studied, these 
objections will be seen to be spur- 
ious and wholly irrelevant to the 
basic right of every individual to 
have this information, whether he 


or she intends to use it or not. 
Obviously, the efforts of various 
noisy pressure groups to restrict 
the flow of information must be 
vigorously resisted by all who 
value freedom and who are in- 
terested in the enhancement of in- 
dividual and social well-being. 

In an era where we have un- 
hesitatingly utilized science to 
solve many of our so-called “ma- 
terial” or technological problems, 
we should also be more than will- 
ing to use science to help us solve 
our personal, familial and social 
problems. The implementation of 
the previous suggestions would be 
a long step in this direction. In 
this connection, we who call our- 
selves Humanists, Rationalists or 
simply religious liberals must bring 
our weight to bear on this problem, 
by supporting and aiding Planned 
Parenthood groups, by helping to 
diffuse birth control information, 
by bringing the matter to the at- 
tention of public school officials 
and officials of family counseling 
services and by helping to offset 
or contain the vicious propaganda 
of pressure groups who would deny 
Americans access to such impor- 
tant information. — These things 
must be done if we are to push 
our culture in a humanistic di- 
rection. 

t 


The world is my country and to 
do good is my religion. 
—Thomas Paine. 
. 


WHAT IS SUCCESS? 


Sucess is the way you walk the 
paths of life each day; it’s in the 
little things you do and in the very 
things you say. Success is not in 
getting rich or rising high in fame. 
It’s not alone in winning goals 
which all men hope to claim. — 
Success is being big of heart and 
clean and broad of mind. It’s being 
faithful to your friends and, to 
the stranger, kind. It’s in the 
children whom you love and all 
they learn from you. — Success 
depends on character and every. 
thing you do. 


— Author unknown. 


Reprinted from “Scottish Rite 
News Bulletin,” Aug., 1956. 


despite the hydrogen bombs and the inter-continental bal- 
listic missiles and the fumbling of the statesmen while the 
fuses of nuclear war are sputtering, just think of what we 
win, if we win. No other age in history has the same 
potential. About no earlier period in history could it be 
said that the earth could be made sufficient for the needs 
of all its people . . . Man has the potential sources of 
energy that can give him time to fulfill himself and to 
develop his creative resources on a scale and with an 
intensity that have never before been possible. 


““We need not be prisoners of drift. There is no 
law in history that says that men cannot reverse their 
direction and drive boldly forward for the things that 
are good . . . Nothing is more characteristic of history 
than the suddenness of the shifts when enough men be- 
come aware of a large purpose. The development of an 
awareness of that purpose is the golden opportunity for 
all those who attach importance to human life and who 
are willing now to accept the claim upon us of the gener- 
ations to come. It’s an exciting time to live!” 


The important thing now, and the goal toward which 
we must all work, is to enable the world to realize that 
it desperately needs, and can have, a genuine faith in 
man. This vital concept provides the last best hope of 
man in this modern atomic age. To this world-unifying 
force of “faith in man’’, and in his significant and glorious 
future, we invite all men of goodwill everywhere. 


We close with another verse by our great American 
Rationalist poet, Edwin Markham, ‘Paradise’” — 


We men of earth have here the stuff 
Of Paradise — we have enough! 
We need no other stones to build 
The temple of the unfulfilled; 
No other ivory for the doors — 
No other marble for the floors — 
No other cedar for the beam 
And dome of Man's imortal dream. 


Here on the paths of every day — 
Here on the common human way — 
Is all the busy gods would take 
To build a heaven, to mold and make 
New Edens. Ours the task sublime 
To build Eternity in Time. 


welt h Coal 
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THEOLOGY AND 
MENTAL HEALTH 


By William Edward Zeuch, Ph.D. 


William Edward Zeuch, A.B. Lenox College, M.A. 
Clark University, Ph.D. University of Wisconsin; erst- 
while Founder and Director of Commonwealth College, 
Guggenheim Traveling Fellow in Europe, Chief of 
Initiation and Planning of the Subsistence Homestead 
Division, and teacher of Economics at Indiana Uni- 
versity, University of Illinois, Black Mountain College 
and Centro de Estudios Pedagogicos e Hispanoameri- 
cano de Mexico. 


To put it blunly, all supernatural religions, or all be- 


liefs in the supernatural, no matter whether they be Bud- 
dhist, Christian, Jewish, Mohammedan, Mormon, or what 
not, are in reality forms of partial mental disorder. The 
temple, the mosque and the church are ha!f-way stations 
to the asylum. 

As every psychiatrist knows. there are two general 
types of mental disorders, the organic and the functional. 
The organic mental disorders, which constitute about one- 
fourth of all mental cases, are such things as feeble mind- 
edness, shock due to physical blows and other injuries, 
degeneration due to old age, deterioration because of 
syphilis or other venereal disease, and epilepsy. There is 
nothing we can do for such cases of organic disorders 
except to take care of them as best we can for so long 
as the patient lives. 

The functional mental disorders, that make up about 
three-fourths of all cases of insanity, are another matter. 
They include the manic-depressives, the split personalities, 
and the psycho-neurotics. All of these functional mental 
disorders are due to the failure of the individual to meet 
the demands of the society in which he or she finds him- 
self or herself. Most of such functional disorders could be 
cured if our psychiatrists knew enough about individual 
psychology and about sociology. Unfortunately, most of 
the psychiatrists are merely doctors trained in medicine, 
men who have slopped over from the practice of medi- 
cine into the mental field for which they are not trained 
and, therefore, not prepared. 

All those who suffer from functional mental dis- 
orders have been overcome by a sense or feeling of fail- 
ure. Their psychosis, or their insanity, is dependent upon 
what each one tries to do about it, that is, on how each 
one tries to escape from the sense or feeling of failure. 
One type tries to escape the feeling of failure by rushing 


6 e The American Rationalist 


STORY OF PROGRESS: 
MYTHS TO MISSILES 


Man’s advancement down through 

the ages might well be termed 
“From Mythology to Missiles.” In 
the mythological stories of old we 
read of space flights by humans 
without the aid of any protective 
coverings or mechanical devices. 
However, we know today that all 
those reported flights were but 
fantasy. 

The great mechanical contrap- 
tions of today known as planes 
and missiles are real objects of 
man’s inventive genius, shooting 
out into space to great distances, 
and some even circling our globe 
in matter of minutes! Plans are 
now in the process of realization 
whereby man will send missiles 
containing humans to the moon 
and perhaps on out to our sister 
planet, Mars! 

All this great scientific explor- 
ation and realization has come 
about by realistic thinking, plan- 
ning, and working. It has been ac- 
complished by an ever increasing 
knowledge of the forces of nature, 
and the composition and strength 
of men and materials. Man’s loss 
of faith in myth, magic, and 
miracles in favor of science, of 
history and mathematics is the 
story of man’s adventure from the 
age of superstition and fear to the 
age of flight and electronics. 


Let us hope that man will use 
this mechanical age to better the 
welfare of mankind. Let us hope 
that in this headlong flight to con- 
quer space he does not destroy 
himself, In this great international 
race for nuclear supremacy, we 
may hope this new-found explosive 
power does not blow up in our face 
and utterly destroy the human 
race. Will we be able to match 
our intellectual development with 
our mechanical ingenuity to the 
end that we may have a better 
knowledge and understanding of 
both mechanical and human val- 
ues ? Realities properly under- 
stood and accepted will encourage 
all men and forces to work to- 
gether for a better and continued 
life here and now. 


Arthur G. Cromwell 
 & ¥ 


LOOK WHO’S TALKING! 


Religious Leader Admits 
Failure of Churches 


Editor’s Note: The following 
statement appeared in the St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat daily paper 
on Saturday, October 18. It is a 
brief quotation from an opening 
address by Dr. Granville Walker, 
President of the Disciples of Christ 
at their international convention in 
St. Louis. 


The spiritual boom of our day 
is matched by a moral bust, the 


Rev. Dr. Granville T. Walker of 
Fort Worth, Tex., declared here 
last night. 


“We have more people in church 
on Sunday morning than we have 
ever had in our history— and more 
delinquency on Saturday night,’ he 
told the opening session of the 
1958 International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ). 

The Rev. Dr. Walker, minister 
of University Christian Church at 
Fort Worth, is president of the 
denomination, His address keynot- 
ed the assembly. 


Scoring the “shallowness of 
popular piety,” Dr. Walker charg- 
ed that “too many people today 
are humming the tune of religion 
without knowing the words.” 


“It explains at least in part why 
the spiritual boom of our day is 
matched by a moral bust,” he 
said. “How else could we have 
more people in church on Sunday 
than ever before in our history — 
and more delinquency on Saturday 
night? 

“Today all over the land there 
are more church members on the 
rolls, and more people active in 
churches, not only numerically but 
percentagewise as well, than ever 
before. 


“But in this very time we are 
also confronted with the greatest 
degree of racial tension and un- 

st in our history, and periodically 
we are faced with revelations of 
corruption in high places which 
actually stagger one’s confidence 
in the human race, and with juve. 
nile delinquency on a scale be- 
yond belief.” 


into the world in a frantic effort to overcome the feel- 
ing. This is the manic type. Another type tries to escap2 
the feeling of failure by withdrawing from all activity and 
into himself. We call this the depressive type. A third 
type, whom we dubb the schizophrenic or dementia 
praecox patient, does not try to flee the world. Rather, 
he or she decides to remain in the world, in the situation 
or position in which he or she finds himself or herself, 
and to meet the sense or feeling of failure in one or 
more of a number of ways. He may decide not to care 
and to let everything slide. He may become a ne’er-do- 
well or tramp. He may decide to live in a dream world 
of fantasies and will then degenerate until the dream 
world becomes the real world for him, He may care too 
much about his failure to meet the demands of the world 
and try to escape by becoming utterly indifferent to all 
the demands of the world by a progressive process of 
complete withdrawal. We call this last the catonic type. 
Finally, he may be the kind that cares too much about 
his failure, so much so that he decides to change his 
situation by annihilating his fancied enemies. He becomes 
what we designate a paranoic—the most dangerous type. 

The psychoneurotic, as distinguished from the 
manics and the split personalities, the third general type 
or class, has a deep sense of failure but does not allow it 
to overcome him completely. He does not lose his mind. 
He keeps his rationality and uses it under the pressure of 
his fears, and despite his feeling of failure, with a peculiar 
shrewdness. 

Just as all functional insanity is due to the feeling of 
failure on the part of the individual, failure to meet the 
problems of life as he finds them, so the cure for all 
functional disorders may be found in helping the patient 
to overcome the feeling of failure, in helping the patient 
to face reality, to face the world as it is, and to establish 
or re-establish his sense of personal worthiness. 

Religions Cause Sense of Failure 

Students of supernatural religions note that all reli- 
gious believers suffer from this same sense or feeling of 
failure to meet the problems of life, the same character- 
istics that mark the mentally disordered. The very doc- 
trines of supernatural religions, such doctrines as those of 
man’s first perfection and his fall through original sin, 
make for a feeling of failure. Practically all the chief doc- 
trines of supernatural religions have been stated and 
developed in such a way as to heighten this feeling of 
failure. First damning mankind as sinners, the priests and 
theologians of supernatural religions then set up temples, 
synagogues, mosques and churches as way stations—pay- 
ing way stations—on the road to an unattainable perfec- 
tion, an unattainable perfection that only increases the 
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sense or feeling of failure. If any believers try to by-pass 
these paying way stations, by setting up milder theologies 
and free religious associations, the hierarchies fall upon 
them with wrath and anathemas, if they are not in a posi- 
tion to put them to death for heresy, which they have 
often done in the past—and claim the right to do in the 
present, in some instances. The vested hierarchies do not 
want any free religions, any free salvation, any free escape 
from the feeling of failure. That would destroy the various 
established religious rackets. 


Since the priests, rabbis, mullahs and preachers have 
a stake in mental instability they hardly know what to do 
about psychiatry. If they are learned enough to realize 
‘at functional disorders can be dispelled or cured only 
by freeing the individual from a feeling of failure then 
they know equally well that such a release from a sense 
of failure will undermine the very basis of all super- 
natural dogmas—will wipe out the basis for temples, 


mosques, synagogues, churches and the need for all priest- 
crafts. 


When men and women become intelligent enough to 
accept the fact that they are just creatures in process of 
evolution, and not fallen angels, then the various theol- 
ogies will not be able to hold them in bondage. The way 
stations on the road to mental disorders—the paying way 
stations on the road to unattainable perfection—with their 
various priesthoods, will become a thing of the past. One 
of the oldest organized rackets in the world will then be 
out of business. Hence there has been an attempt on the 
part of religious leaders either to take over psychotherapy 
or else to-control it so as to give it direction and thus use 
it for religious purposes. Our Peales and our Sheens on 
the air and in the press, as well as in books, further that 
effort. But there can be no compromise between science 
seeking to release human minds from a feeling of failure 
and ecclesiastical organizations that batten on deepening 
a sense of individual failure. It promises to be the old 
warfare of science and religion in a new form. 


Free Counseling is Needed 


As we look objectively at the situation perhaps we 
should say that the temple, the synagogue, the mosque 
and the church are, for the present, havens for those 


driven by induced fears half way along the road to in- 
sanity, half way to that complete feeling of failure that 
characterize the mentally disordered. | have had priests 
and preachers tell me that keeping people from going 
all the way to insanity through a feeling of complete 
failure justifies these paying half way stations. But doc- 
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PIUS XII 


“POLISH PRIMATE HAILS 
LATE POPE AS FOE OF ALL 
TOTALITARIANISM”. This head- 
line recently graced an “interview” 
with Cardinal Wyszinski in one of 
the leading journals from the 
“home of the bean and the cod.” 


A noted satirist has designated 
it the “headline of the year,” which 
designation will inevitably raise a 
large question as to interpretation. 
Was said satirist very especially 
emphasizing the misleading note 
of “newspaper” headlines and rank- 
ing this as the most misleading? 
If this is his purpose, he may 
easily be correct. Or was his satire 
directed to the Polish cardinals at- 
tempt to palm off Pius XII as non- 
totalitarian? If so, it might still 
be ranked as first in misleading or 
attempting to mislead. Or did he 
have in mind the failures of the 
Pope’s multitude of prayers, dur- 
ing the twenty years he acted as 
vacor of God. 

That Pius XII was assiduous in 
his supplications, we all knew, as 
he almost daily told us he was 
constantly praying for peace, yet 
it is doubtful if history records a 
like period of more incessant and 
increasing warfare. No other era, 
in all time, endured greater blood- 
shed, more atroucious crime, more 
acute human suffering (except per- 
haps the palmy days of the Holy 
Inquisition of the then Christian 
Church) than the reign of Pius 
XII. The wholesale slaughter of in- 
nocent men, women and children, 
many millions of them, by order 
and direction of minions of His 
Holiness will ever characterize the 
reign of Pius XII. Whether this 
was his misfortune or his fault may 
be a moot question; however, the 
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cact remains that His Holiness 
never made any very strenuous ef- 
fort to prevent the atrocious mass 
murder of Jews, Poles, Russians, 
Serbs and Ethiopians. If Pius made 
any prayers in behalf of these un- 
fortunate peoples, they, like his 
prayers for peace, were lost on the 
desert air. Does the record show 
that he ever attempted to halt the 
atrocities of his friends Tiso and 
Pavalic ? 

But perhaps we are wrong. Pos- 
sibly the above headlines were 
classed as number one because they 
may serve by their false statement 
to call attention to the fact that 
Pius XII was head of the most 
totalitarian state in the world — 
where the pope appoints the cardi- 
nals and the cardinals appoint the 
pope. 

May we ask the good cardinal 
if he obtained his own position as 
a cardinal or bishop by the vote 
of his parishioners? Are his church 
members furnished an accounting 
of the funds they contribute to 
the church? Do they have any 
voice in the selection of a pope? 

Did His Holiness ever frown 
upon the totalitarian governments 
of Portugal and Spain? 

In 1946, Pius XII told a group 
of American editors that “freedom 
of the press” “does not allow a 
man to print .. . is calculated to 
destroy the . . . religious fiber of 
individuals.” 

In his encyclical on Christian 
Education of Youth, he states that 
the church “takes every precaution 
to prevent distributing the 
domain of faith.” 

Ecclesia, the Catholic Action of- 
ficial organ, wishing to pay a 
great tribute to Pius XII, called 


him, “the best anti-democrat in 
the world.” 

Last, but by no means least, 
Pius XII in a radio broadcast 


(9-5-58) said, ‘““The Catholic Church 
is inflexible before all that might 
even have the appearance of a 
compromise or adjustment of 
Catholic life with other denomina- 
tions.” 

Let us hope the good Cardinal 
Wyszynski may not get into some 
trouble for possibly creating the 
wrong impression of the late Pius 
XII. Ira D. Cardiff 


tors should not be paid for induced diseases, for in- 
duced mental disorders. 


As a Rationalist, however, it seems to me that gen- 
eral psychotherapy, a psychiatry based on a sound knowl- 
edge of individal psychology and sociology, practiced 
through widespread and free public individual counsel- 
ing would be far more preferable for the individual and 
for society. Sound health, both physical and mental, is 
of far more importance to society than is formal educa- 
tion. If education is free, is there any sound reason why 
the more basic and more important counseling for health 
of the individual should not be free—a charge against 


society in its own interests and for the common good? 


AN EXCERPT FROM “THE MYSTERIOUS 
STRANGER” 


By Mark Twain 


The loud little handful—as usual—will shout for the 
war. The pulpit will—warily and cautiously—object—at 
first; the great, big, dull bulk of the nation will rub its 
sleepy eyes and try to make out why there should be a 
war, and will say, earnestly and indignantly: “It’s un- 
just and dishonorable, and there is no necessity for it.” 
Then the handful will shout louder. A few fair men 
from the other side will argue and reason against the 
war with speech and pen, and at first will have a hear- 
ing and be applauded; but it will not last long; those 
others will outshout them, and presently the anti-war 
audiences will thin out and lose popularity. Before long 
you will see this curious thing; the speakers stoned from 
the platform, and free speech strangled by hordes of 
furious men who in their secret hearts are still at one 
with those stoned speakers—as earlier—but do not dare 
say so. And now the whole nation—pulpit and all—will 
take up the war-cry, and shout itself hoarse, and mob 
any honest man who ventures to open his mouth; and 
presently such mouths will cease to open. Next the states- 
men will invent cheap lies, putting the blame on the 
nation that is attacked, and every man will be glad of 
those conscience-soothing falsities, and will diligently 
study them, and refuse to examine any refutations of 
them; and thus he will by and by convince himself that 
the war is just, and will thank God for the better sleep 
he enjoys after this process of grotesque self-deception. 
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THE ASSAULT ON 
ACADEMIC FREEDOM 


by CORLISS LAMONT 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR— Corliss Lamont graduated from 
Harvard in 1924 and took his Ph.D. at Columbia in 1932. 
He has taught at Columbia, Cornell, Harvard and the 
New School. He is a member of the American Philosophi- 
cal Association and the American Humanist Association. 
Dr. Lamont is also Chairman of the Bill of Rights Fund 
and Vice-Chairman of the Emergency Civil Libirties 
Committee. He is the author of Humanism as a Phi- 
losophy, The Illusion of Immortality, and The Independent 
Mind. He also edited Man Answers Death, An Anthology 
of Poetry. 


As the philosophers from Plato down to John 
Dewey have kept repeating, the most important element 
of all in the moulding of a people's mind is education. 
The anti-democratic, anti-intellectual demagogues of to- 
day also realize this. That is why they have made such 
mighty efforts to stimulate heresy-hunting and thought 
control in the schools, colleges and universities of the 
United States. They proceed on the sound assumption 
that what happens to American education will be a 
primary factor in what eventually happens to America. 

Few schools, colleges or universities in the United 
States have been, even in the best of times, 100 percent 
faithful to the principles of academic freedom. Since 
World War II the situation has grown much worse. Dur- 
ing the 1948 elections several college teachers lost their 
jobs because they supported the Progressive Party and 
its presidential candidate, former Democratic Vice-Presi- 
dent Henry A. Wallace. In 1953 W. Lou Tandy, Profes- 
sor of Economics and Sociology at the Kansas State 
Teachers College, was dismissed for signing a petition to 
President Eisenhower asking that he pardon the 11 Com- 
munist leaders jailed as a result of the first Smith Act 
trial. This was particularly outrageous because the First 
Amendment guarantees “the right of the people . . . to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

In a special study of 72 colleges and universities 
throughout the United States, ““The New York Times” 
reported in May 1951: “A subtle creeping paralysis of 
freedom of thought and speech is attacking college cam- 
puses in many parts of the country, limiting both students 
and faculty in the area traditionally reserved for the free 
exploration of knowledge and truth. These limitations on 
free inquiry take a variety of forms, but their net effect 
is a widening tendency toward passive acceptance of the 
status quo, conformity and a narrowing of the area of 
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EGG HEADS 


We sermonize 
We philosophize 
We rationalize 
We don’t particularize. 


We magnify 
We glorify 
We sanctify 
We don’t specify. 


We debate 
We orate 
We articulate 
We excoriate 
We don’t investigate. 


In realm of begetting 
And of begotten 
We do not create 
For we are rotten. 


I offer the observation 
We are the intellectual 
delinquents 
Of our generation. 


— John J. Kessler 
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tolerance in which students, faculty and administrators 
feel free to speak, act and think independently. . . . Such 
caution, in effect, has made many college campuses bar- 
ren of the free give-and-take of ideas . . . At the same 
time it has posed a seemingly insoluble problem for the 
campus liberal, depleted his ranks and brought . . . an 
apathy about current problems that borders almost on 
their deliberate exclusion.” 


The “Times” survey showed that members of the 
college community were inhibited in discussing controver- 
sial issues and unpopular ideas because they feared social 
disapproval; criticism by friends, the college authorities or 
legislative bodies; being labeled pink or Communist; be- 
ing rejected for study in graduate schools; and being in- 
vestigated by Government or private business so that 
post-graduate employment might be adversely affected. 


In June of the same year a college teacher wrote the 
“New York Herald Tribune” telling how he had asked 
his students in an English course whether they would like 
to publish a pamphlet on some current problem. The 


answers were negative: “The F.B.1. would get you;” 
“You would be called a Communist!"" ““They would say 
you were un-American; “You would lose your job if 
you expressed yourself; “| am looking for security, not 


trying to change anything; “Don’t stick your neck out, 
McCarthy will investigate you.” 


In 1952 the “Times” reported that repression of 
thought in educational institutions had extended to the 
banning of factual information about the United Nations 
and U.N.E.S.C.O. “Some school systems,” the ““Times” 
article stated, “have discarded the use of teaching ma- 
terials relating to the United Nations or its specialized 
agencies because of highly vocal minority groups. Much 
of the growing opposition comes from self-styled super- 
patriotic organizations or critical individuals. These groups 
and individuals charge that the United Nations or its 
educational branch, U.N.E.S.C.O., is subversive or tainted 
with atheism and communism. They maintain that U.N. 
E. S.C. O. is propagandizing for world government and, 
through revision of textbooks, is undermining national- 
ism. 


The controversy over this matter in educational cir- 
cles has been most acrimonious in Los Angeles where an 
ultra-conservative faction has bedeviled the community 
by bitterly pushing the view that U.N.E.S.C.O. is nothing 
more nor less than a conspiracy to put across Soviet- 
dominated world government. In 1953 the issue became 
so hot that the city’s Board of Education rejected a $350,- 
000 grant for a special teachers training program from 
the Ford Foundation’s Fund for the Advancement of 
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Education, because the Foundation was considered too 
““internationalist’’ in outlook. 

Later in the same year Dr. O. Meredith Wilson, 
Executive Secretary of this same Education Fund, pointed 
out: “Even in the business of education the intellect has 
become suspect. If a man does not conform, even to 
stereotypes, he is branded as an egghead and a brain- 
truster. Businessmen and employers talk about the im- 
portance of college degrees, at the same time shying away 
from Phi Beta Kappa keys.”’ 

The McCarran-Walter Immigration Act of 1952 had 
already written current suspicion of intellectuals and high- 
er education into law. This it did by repealing the non- 
quota immigrant status of foreign professors which had 
been in existence for more than 25 years. Under this 
exemption to immigration regulations, the United States 
admitted 2,869 professors during the years 1925-48. 

In 1954 the play-it-safe trend in educational institu- 
tions was highlighted when the authorities at West Point 
and Annapolis forbade cadets and midshipmen respec- 
tively to participate in intercollegiate debates on whether 
the United States should recognize the People’s Republic 
of China. An Army spokesman in Washington stated: “‘It 
is Department of the Army policy not to have United 
States Military Academy cadets involved in debate on 
such a controversial subject, on which in any event na- 
tional policy has already been established.” 

The Navy took the position that should the Annap- 
olis team be assigned to argue in favor of U.S. recogni- 
tion of Communist China, this would be tantamount to 
upholding “the Communist philosophy and party lire.” 
The Navy spokesman added: “The Academy's young 
men are being trained to be naval officers, and to argue 
the Communist doctrine would make them liable to mis- 
representation, as well as providing the Reds a tremen- 
dous propaganda device.” 

At a press conference President Eisenhower made 
clear that he disagreed with the decisions of the superin- 
tendents at West Point and Annapolis and would have 
left the matter to the judgment of the students them- 
selves. 

Roanoke College in Virginia also refused to enter 
a team on the affirmative side of the question, “Should 
the United States recognize Red China>’’ The debate 
director at Roanoke gave as the reason that the College 
feared its students might subject themselves to investiga- 
tion in later life. One of the Roanoke debaters explained 
he did not want to take a chance that the thing would 
“kick back’’ on him if one day he entered the Govern- 
ment service. In Nebraska the same debate topic was 
ruled out for all the State-supported colleges. 
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VICTORY IN COURT 
FOR JESUIT SCHOOL 


A contention that a university 
was “alien-dominated” because it 
was operated by a Roman Catholic 
order was knocked down last week 
by a ruling of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals. 

This ruling upheld the award of 
a TV-Channel permit to Loyola 
University of New Orleans. An 
unsuccessful applicant for the 
channel had charged that Loyola, 
as a Jesuit institution, is an “in- 
strumentality of the Holy Roman 


Pontificate” called a foreign 
sovereignty. 
— U.S. News & World Report. 


* 
MAN 


Man imperishably stands 
Through his thousand centuries. 
There are planets in his eyes, 
There are eons in his hands. 


Time in him is ever now. 
Yesterday is in his veins, 
And tomorrow in his loins, 
And forever in his brow. 
Dillys Bennet Laing 
ce 
THE CHURCH says that the 
earth is flat, but I know that it is 
round, for I have seen its shadow 
on the moon, and I have more 
faith in that shadow than in the 
Church. 
— Magellan, 1470-1521 
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Pro ana Con... 
PTA STAND ON RELIGION 


The enlightened judgment ren- 
dered by the PTA against the in- 
clusion of “the concept of God” 
in our public school curriculum 
deserves wide approval and com- 
mendation. 

It is not learning to believe this 
or that which is important. Learn- 
ing to live intelligently should 
come first. 

No religion holds a copyright 
upon moral and ethical principles 
which have been hammered out 
on the anvil of human experience 
down the centuries. 

Character through education 
should be the goal of our public 
schools without indoctrination in 
theological concepts intruding. . . 
This the First Amendment does 
not bar. 

Arthur B. Hewson, 
Chicago. 
—Chicago Daily News. 


LIFE’S MEANING 


The only thing we know of a 
certainty is that we are here — 
all else is speculation. 

We are all subject to the laws 
which govern a totally impersonal 
Cosmos and most of our vicis- 
situdes stem from our ignorance 
of those laws. 

We have been beguiled by those 
who sought to emasculate us in- 
tellectually into believing we are 
helplessly subject to the will of an 
hypothetical overlord. Otherwise, 
we, long since, would have gained 
an understanding which would give 
us mastery of our world and its 
banes such as cancer. 

Life has no meaning except for 
that which you put into it your- 
self. 

Put into human relationship a 
little more than you expect to 
take out — then Life will have 
meaning for you, if for no one else. 

-Arthur B. Hewson. 


The United States is in no sense 
founded upon the Christian reli- 
gion. —George Washington. 


Interference with student freedom is not limited to 
restrictions on expressions of opinion. In 1954 the United 
States Department of Defense bore down heavily on col- 
lege and university students by requiring all those in 
R.O.T.C, training courses to take a special loyalty oath. 
This new regulation obliges the enrollee to name any 
organization on the U.S. Attorney General's so-called 
subversive list of which he is or has been a member, 
whose meetings or social artivities he has attended, whose 
literature he has distributed, or with which he has been 
“identified or associated . . . in some manner.” 

A student admitting to any such associations can- 
not be formally enrolled in the R.O.T.C. program, but 
may participate on an informal basis. This means that 
he is not permitted to borrow the necessary textbooks 
and drill equipment or to march in uniform. And he is 
stigmatized in the eyes of his fellow-students because he 
must march alone or with others similarly disqualified. 

Owing to the volume of protests over the workings 
of the loyalty oath, the Defense Department in April 
1955 retreated to some extent and announced that in the 
future the oath would be applicable only to Juniors and 
Seniors, who have reached a more advanced stage of 
R.O.T.C. training. 

One of the more unhappy aspects of education in 
America at present is that both teachers and students 
fear—and with justification—that Government agents are 
planted in courses to take note of any unorthodox ideas. 
In 1943 when | was a member of the Cornell University 
staff in charge of the Intensive Study of Contemporary 
Russian Civilization, one of the most brilliant and likable 
students turned out to be a Government agent who re- 
ported regularly to Washington on what was said in the 
lectures and discussions. The staff had been so impressed 
by this man that it had asked him to return as an assist- 
ant the following year. 

In 1953 Dean Carl W. Ackerman of the Columbia 
School of Journalism strongly protested against this sort 
of snooping, mentioning in particular the F.B.1., the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, the Secret Service and the Civil 
Service. Dean Ackerman said in part: “The practical 
problem which confronts deans, professors, school teach- 
ers and students today is political freedom to discuss 
public affairs in classrooms or at lunch or during a ‘bull’ 
session without fear that someone may make a record 
which may be investigated secretly, upon which he may 
be tried secretly, and also convicted secretly, either by 
a governmental official or a prospective employer.” 

Teachers in general in the United States today are 
being treated as a species of second-class citizens whose 
loyalty is considered so questionable that strict control 
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of their ideas must be maintained and special legislation 
passed to guard the community against them. More and 
more State legislatures have been putting through laws 
requiring teachers to sign special loyalty oaths and order- 
ing the dismissal of any teacher associated with an or- 
ganiaztion on the U.S. Attorney General's blacklist, Leg- 
islators, government officials and educational adminis- 
trators have more and more been taking the attitude: 
“Beware of the teacher! He is almost sure to be a doubt- 
ful character, probably trying surreptitiously to lead your 
child astray with Communist propaganda and secretly 
spreading subversion in the classroom. Watch out for 
teachers and immediately report to the authorities any 
suspicious conduct or conversations.” 

In commenting on the prevailing psychology among 
teachers, Dr. Robert M. Hutchins writes in ““Look’’ Mag- 
azine: “Whittaker Chambers and Prof. Sidney Hook of 
New York University, both of whom proclaim them- 
selves devotees of academic freedom, say, ‘Don't worry; 
only a few teachers have been fired.” What ha; this got 
to do with it? The question is not how many teachers 
have been fired, but how many think they might be, and 
for what reasons. It is even worse than that: Teachers are 
not merely afraid of being fired; they are afraid of get- 
ting into trouble, with resultant damage to their profes- 
sional prospects and their standing in their communities. 
You don't have to fire many teachers to intimidate them 
all. The entire teaching profession of the United States is 
now intimidated.” 

Both agitated legislators—through the passage of 
loyalty oath statutes and witch-hunt laws—and fright- 
ened educational administrators have put a premium on 
conformity among teachers and have drastically cur- 
tailed the exercise of academic freedom. These develop- 
ments have discouraged independent thought on con- 
troversial subjects among both teachers and _ students; 
and have deterred increasing numbers of young people 
from entering the teaching profession, with its peculiar 
occupational hazards. 

No profession has a finer tradition in the battle for 
human liberty than the teachers’. They can claim as theirs 
the noblest of all freedom'’s martyrs—the Greek teacher 
of philosophy, Socrates—and many another hero of the 
intellect in the history of the West. America’s 1,500,000 
teachers have the responsibility of preserving their great 
tradition of freedom of thought and expression. And be- 
yond that they have the obligation of contributing their 
best efforts to the general struggle on behalf of the Bill 
of Rights. Owing to the central function of teachers in 
our society, their voice, their influence, their p- 
may well prove decisive in that struggle. 
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SENATOR LANGER WANTS 
ELECTIONS HELD ON SUNDAY 


Senator William Langer, Rep., 
No. Dakota, wants national elec- 
tions held on Sundays in the hope 
more people will vote. 

Langer said that European na- 
tions get a better voter turnout 
with Sunday balloting than the 
United States does in elections 
held on Tuesdays. 

Thus, Langer said he will in- 
troduce a bill in January that 
presidential and also congressional 
elections be held on the first Sun- 
day in November, instead of the 
first Tuesday in November as 
under the present law. 

® 


Fishing Superstition 


Fishermen of the Scottish her- 
ring fleet declined to invite the 
Bishop of Aberdeen aboard when 
he visited them. They have a 
superstition that “pigs and parsons 
bring bad luck to a boat.” 

. 
Sir: 

If Jack Kennedy is elected, he 
will either have to ignore his 
church or his country. All one has 
to do is read Blanshard’s “Amer- 
ican Freedom and Catholic Power” 
to know the Roman Church’s own 
position, or simply visit a Roman 
Catholic country and see for him- 
self. 

(The Rev.) W. J. B. Livingston, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Hampton, Va. 

—‘‘Time” 





RECOMMENDED 
Freethought Books 


e THE AGE OF REASON — A free- 
thought classic for 150 years .....$1.00 
@ CATHOLIC WORDS AND ACTIONS 
— Actual quotes from the Roman 
Hierarchy that undermine the freedom 
of all ..$ 1.00 
© THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN AND THE 
CONFESSIONAL — The struggle for 
womanly self-respect $1.00 


— ORDER FROM — 
The Libertarian Bookman 
Dedicated to Freedom of Thought 


815 WEST ADDISON STREET 
CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS 











ATTENTION, READERS! 


The attention of all our readers 
is called to two important maga- 
zine articles: One is in the Febru- 
ary issue of HARPER’S Magazine, 
“The Faith of a Heretic” by Prof. 
Walter Kaufmann of Princeton 
University. The other is in the 
March 17 issue of LOOK Magazine 
where you will find “This is My 
Story” by Steve Allen, in which 
he tells how he reads all kinds of 
books and magazines on every 
possible subject, and often on op- 
posite sides of a subject, including 
several books by such liberal au- 
thors as Bertrand Russell and 
Joseph McCabe, as well as several 
of our Rationalist and Freethought 


magazines and publications. We 
heartily recommend both these 
splendid liberal articles by out- 


standing personalities, for it is 
seldom indeed, that such a liberal 
attitude finds expression in our 
more popular and widely-read cur- 
rent magazines. 

—The Editor. 


RATIONALISM is a generic 
designation which embraces the 
separation of all human thinking 
from the realms of fantasy and 
the imaginings of the ignorant and 


the emotional, and channels it 
within the confining banks of 
reality. 

* 


“It is clear . .. that what we 
must do is direct, not destroy, the 
revolutions that stir the Middle 
East and Southeast Asia, And it 
will take an imaginative, creative 
undertaking — not a military one, 
to do it.” 

Justice William C, Douglas 


= 
Sirs: 

They say that Pius XII “was 
able to make a tormented world 
feel the attraction of Christian 
goodness.” Protestants in Spain, 
Colombia and Italy never felt this 
Christian goodness at the hands 
of the Roman Catholic Church dur- 
ing his reign. 

Calvin V. Smalheer, 
Gate Mills, Ohio. 


RATIONALISM AND ITS PROBLEMS 
By JAMES HERVEY JOHNSON 


There is not a single WEEKLY rationalist or free- 
thougt paper in the U. S. The average rationalist receives 
one paper a month, and hardly a single magazine pays 
its way from subscriptions. Probably 95% of them go 
to adults, and especially men in their 50s or beyond. 

The children of America, and all parts of the world, 
are indoctrinated in the various religions from the time 
they are able to talk. They do not know for many years 
that there are other religions, or that rationalists discard 
all. If they hear of any other religion it is with a dis- 
crediting allusion. Theirs is the only true one—the poor 
benighted followers of other religions are all deluded! 

Human brain tissue was developed by millions of 
years of evolution to record impressions received from 
the outside. The young of humans and all animals are 
particularly receptive because they must learn fast in 
order to survive. We remember what we hear repeated, 
btter than what we hear only once. Thus the religionists 
have found that by constant repetition of the religious 
doctrines they become firmly imbedded in the brains of 
the children, who having no reasoning capacity at an 
early age, have no protection from having the doctrines 
imposed upon them. Even those who can reason are not 
exposed to rationalism, so they cannot know that of 
which they know nothing. Their indoctrination is strictly 
one-sided. 

The child goes to religious picnics, the Y.M.C.A. or 
the Y.W.C.A., the Catholic Youth, the Boy Scouts, so- 
cials, dances, later to Christian Endeavor and church din- 
ners; if he is in the military service he has a chaplain to 
ride herd on him and keep him filled with religious 
propaganda. He is never free for a day from religious 
pressure. His very life is permeated with it. Where they 
can, rationalists ought to follow similar methods. They 
could have rationalist dances, dinners, picnics, excursions, 
and should loyally bring all their families and friends to 
these events. 

The Rationalist would indoctrinate the children 
with the marvels of science. He would impress upon their 
minds the importance of ethics, instead of superstition, 
and he would teach tolerance instead of bigotry, and that 
no race is a chosen race of God, while other religions are 
counterfeit. 

During and after the beginning of the indoctrina- 
tion of the child (I call it brain-stuffing), in the Sunday 
schools, in the public or parochial schools, in the news- 
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papers, in the movies, over the radio and TV and from 
pulpits and politicians the air is eternally saturated with 
religious propaganda, while intelligence and rationalism 
are prohibited or discouraged from discussion. 

Yet religion is evil. It survives because its promoters 
make billions of dollars profit, maintain power over mil- 
lions and are worshipped or fawned upon. How far would 
the world be advanced if they used their power to ad- 
vance humanity instead of to degrade it? 

The secret they use is known as the Great Lie 
Technique. Tell a lie often enough, and especially to the 
young and impressionable children, saturate their lives 
with it, and most people will believe, or at least be afraid 
to deny, the Great Lie. 

With their billions of dollars and their mental slaves 


they preach their Great Lies day and night in all corners 
of the world. 


Men are thus kept in the mental state of their 
primitive, ignorant ancestors. 


What is the solution of the problem? I think the 
MASS distribution of rationalist literature to NEW peo- 
ple is the answer. The most important act for any Ra- 
tionalist or any Rationalist Society is to distribute Ra- 
tionalist literature to selected people who are able to 
comprehend its value. There is no greater cause for 
human betterment than this. 


OUR ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 


The forthcoming May-June issue of the American 
Rationalist will be our third Anniversary Number, which 
will bring with it a change of format and an increase in 
the size of the magazine, which we believe you will enjoy 
and appreciate. It was necessary to use those articles 
already set in type because they would not fit into the 
new format. We therefore ask our splendid writers of 
many excellent articles already accepted for publication 
to be patient with us during this period of transition. We 
shall soon be able to use more articles as well as to add 
new features and departments. We shall also welcome 
Anniversary Greetings from our readers at $1.00 each, 
as in previous Anniversary Numbers. Please send them 
by or before April Ist as we plan to print by April 15. 

By the way, whom would you nominate as ‘‘Ra- 
tionalist of the Year’’ > 


Thanks for your fine cooperation! 


—THE EDITOR 
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“A GUIDE TO HUMANIST 
BOOKS IN ENGLISH” 
by H. J. Blackham, 
British Ethical Union, 90c 


“BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
HUMANISM” 
by Kwee Swan Liat 
Humanist League, $1.00. 

Both of these books are in their 
own way admirable directories. 
“Bibliography of Humanism” lists 
books largely according to the 
historical periods they cover. One 
section is on publications of and 
issued by Humanist organizations, 
including many freethought jour- 
nals. As pointed out in a fore- 
word by Dr. van Pragg, the listing 
is by no means complete, but a 
most comprehensive bibliography 
is nevertheless presented of books 
in English, Dutch, French, Ger- 
man, Scandinavian, etc. 

Mr. Blackham has a different 
approach dividing his book into 
five categories: Introductions to 
Humanist Thinking, Humanist 
Classics; Philosophy; History and 
Biography; and Literature. In a 
few lines he gives a short review 
of each book listed and there 
holds an advantage over the bald 
listing of the “Bibliography.” 

His notes on American authors 
in the literature section will in- 
terest American Rationalist read- 
ers. 


—Dave Shipper. 





BASIC PAMPHLETS 


on 
CURRENT ISSUES 


For a copy of Dr. Corliss Lamont's 
complete pamphlet on the “Assault 
on Academic Freedom", which ap- 
pears in part in this issue of the 
American Rationalist, send 10c per 
copy. 50c for 7 copies, or $1.00 for 
15 copies. 


Other pamphlets by Dr. Lamont 
are: — The Civil Liberties Crisis — 
The Humanist Tradition — Back to 


the Bil of Rights —- The Congressional 
Inquisition — and the Myth of Soviet 
Aggression. 
All pamphlets at the same price. 
Address: 


BASIC PAMPHLETS 


BOX 42 CATHEDRAL STATION 
New York 25, N.Y- 











REPORT FROM BRITAIN 


by DAVE SHIPPER 


Following a meeting of a joint commit- 
tee of representatives of the National Secular 
Society, Rationalist Press Association and 
the Ethical Union, an interesting report has 
been issued. The committee is to consider 
proposals for the establishment of a perma- 
nent organ which will represent the various 
factors of the British rationalist movement 
and hopes to facilitate their close coopera- 
tion in matters of common concern. 

In the report the committee gives a brief 
resume of the actions leading to their ap- 
pointment as follows: In 1950, following 
the initiative of Mr. Hector Hawton (Man- 
aging Director of the R.P.A. and Editor of 
the English Humanist), the Humanist Coun- 
cil was formed as a liason committee to link 
the RPA, the EU and the South Place Ethi- 
cal Society (which was not affiliated with 
the EU at that time). In 1953 the National 
Secular Society accepted an invitation to be 
represented on this body. In 1955 the Ra- 
tionalist Press Association and the Ethical 
Union formed a Joint Development Com- 
mittee, mainly to promote the formation of 
new groups and to co-ordinate policy in ex- 
tending the movement. 

Later, the idea of a possible merger of 
the RPA and the EU was canvassed and 
when this appeared not to be immediately 
practicable, the Humanist Association was 
formed in 1957 to supersede the Joint De- 
velopment Committee and to serve as an 
interim organ of collaboration between the 
two associations, in view of the Interna- 
tional Humanist & Ethical Union Second 
Congress (held in London, July, 1957). 
This was understood to be an interim ar- 
rangement, and when the EU discussed the 
extension of its work for a further year, the 
meeting decided to invite representatives of 
the three bodies to consult together and ad- 
vise on a permanent organ of collabora- 
tion. 

The EU, RPA and NSS are independent 
organizations and their separate aims are 


briefly described as: RPA, to produce and 


disseminate rationalist propaganda and to 
advocate a rational approach to current 
problems; EU, to build up a movement 
which offers a humanist alternative to the 
chuches; and, NSS, to conduct militant and 
popular propaganda for secularism. 


It is stated that the British humanist move- 
ment requires on occasions to be represented 
in relations with the B.B.C. and the Press, 
and the Humanist Council and the Humanist 
Association both served this purpose. It is 
also advisable for this movement to have 
overall representation in relations with the 
national organs of various progressive move- 
ments. 


The committee makes the following pro- 
posals: |. A representative Council should 
be formed composed of three persons from 
each of the three bodies and called the 
Humanist Council. 2. This Humanist Coun- 
cil should take over the remaining assets of 
the previous Humanist Council and of the 
Humanist Association. Thereafter, as need- 
ed, its work should be financed by equal 
contributions from the three bodies. 3, The 
nominees appointed to serve on the Hu- 
manist Council should elect from their num- 
ber a Chairman, a Secretary and a Treasur- 
er. 4. The Council will make purchases for 
their needs out of their own funds, but the 
clerical work of the Council will devolve 
on the three offices by mutual arrangement. 
5. The Council should be empowered to in- 
vite the representation in a_ consultative 
capacity of any recognized humanist group 
in the country which is not represented 
through any of the three bodies. 6. The 
Council should be expected to initiate and 
promote the collaboration and common ac- 
tion of the three bodies in all common pur- 
poses. The report is signed by J. eeves, M.P. 
(chairman) and Hector Hawton of the 
RPA, F. A. Ridley and Colin McCall of 
the NSS, and H. J. Blackham and A. A. 
Burall of the Ethical Union. 


It is to be hoped that the leaders of the 
American organizations, ARF, AHA and 
AEU will take careful note of the work of 
the Council. Such cooperation could cer- 


tainly be utilized in the U.S.A. 
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AUTHORITY vs. SCIENCE 


by DR. HAROLD SCOTT 
(This broadcast has been heard on 


eight radio stations) 


How many teeth does a donkey have? 
Thas was the question being debated, by 
the monks of a monastery in the thirteenth 
century. Different monks cited various refer- 
ences in the works of ancient writers but 
they did not agree. One young monk slipped 
out of the meeting, found a young donkey, 
and counted the teeth and went back and 
told the other monks. The other monks were 
angry and expelled the inquiring young 
monk from the society. “‘He’s tearing down 
religion,” they said. That sort of thing has 
been going on throughout the history of the 
Christian church, and its going on today. It 
is the tyranny of authority in religion. 


Those monks were good men. They were 
conscientious men. But they made the mis- 
take of preferring ancient authority to sci- 
entific method, They sought to answer the 
question, “How many teeth does a donkey 
have?"’ by finding what someone long dead 
had said about it. That is the method of 
authority. That is a bad method. Progress 
cannot be made by that method. On the 
other hand the young monk used a method 
that today we call the scientific method. 
He didn’t take the word of some one long 
since dead; he looked for himself. He found 
out. That is a good method. 

The civilization we enjoy, the comforts 
we use from the time we get up in the morn- 
ing until we go to bed at night are all the 
result of the scientific method, that is of 
observation, experimentation, calculation 
and the like. Not a single one is the result of 
going back to ancient books written by peo- 
ple long since dead. 

You and | live in the atomic age. In such 
an age it is dumb, and probably wicked, to 
expect to solve our problems by the method 
of those pious but stupid monks. If the bad 
method of authority had been used instead 
of the good scientific method there would 
be no refrigeration, rapid transportation, 
electric lights, indoor toilets, city sanitation, 
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machine production or machines, We would 
have little to eat, little to wear, and have no 
medical science at all. Life would be meagre 
and hard and unrewarding, dirty and unsafe. 
I don’t think any of us would enjoy thir- 
teenth century life. 


But there is one field in which we are 
using the method of the thirteenth century. 
It is the field of religion. In that field thou- 
sands of people, most of whom have never 
given it much thought, accept as authority 
the religious opinions of people long since 
dead, people who believed the world was 
flat and stationary and that the sun and 
moon revolved around the earth. When you 
stop to think about it, its a curious thing to 
believe a person knew what's what in reli- 
zion because he is dead, and that the long- 
er he is dead the more he knew. | wonder 
if that cannot properly be ca'led supersti- 
tion. Of course we don’t do that in any other 
field, do we? Back in the thirteenth century 
if you had a toothache the dentist would put 
an iron against your tooth and with a ham- 
mer hit the end of the iron and knock out 
the tooth—if he had good luck. But | guess 
none of US would go to a dentist who used 
that kind of a method. No sir, WE'D GO 
to the dentist who uses the late:t scientific 
methods. Well, not only do dentists of to 
day know more about teeth than at any 
other time in history but vastly more is 
known about religion than at any other 
time in history. 


Rather silly after a man has gone to col- 
lege for four years and then spent three 
more years in a theological seminary to 
learn what scholars know today about reli- 
gion, not to let him tell you. Yet that is 
what happens in too many Protestent 
churches. The good church people hire a 
minister to repeat to them what the con- 
gregation believes to be true. The congrega- 
tion decides what is true. In such a case its 
silly to have a minister at all. All that many 
people know about religion they learned 
twenty or thirty years ago and scholars of 
today know a lot more about religion than 
did scholars of thirty years ago. Ministers 
would like to tell folks about what scholars 
have found out about religion, if folks didn’t 


get angry and leave the church muttering 
or turn off their radios. Isn't it queer that 
in astronomy, and chemistry, and medicine, 
and so many things, not many a person 
thinks of himself as an expert at all but ac- 
cepts what science has to say about them; 
but that same person in religion wants the 
scholar or preacher to tell him the things he 
thinks he knows already, and those things he 
thinks he knows are not what science says 
is true at all. 


When we examine the average person's 
religious beliefs we find they are what some- 
one long since dead thought was true. That 
is, in religion, most of us follow the very 
bad method of authority instead of the sci- 
entific method that has been so fruitful in 
other fields. It is interesting to note that 
there is little agreement among those who 
use the bad method of authority instead of 
the good method of science. They have dif- 
ferent interpretations of authorities and even 
different authorities, such as dogmas, church 
councils, the church, a pope, Bibles, ancient 
creeds, holy formulae, martyrs, saints, bish- 
ops and a lot of others. Authority is in the 
truth, not something external to the truth, 
or a sponsor for truth, or an affidavit that 
some proposition is the truth. 


Modern science says that all the materials 
of the past should be cherished and studied 
but that not any of it is authority. It says 
truth does not rest on ancient authority but 
is derived in religion by the scientific meth- 
od just as truth is derived in any other field. 
It is the method of counting the donkey's 
teeth instead of speculation. There is no 
other way. There is not one way of discover- 
ing truth in the field of religion and another 
way of discovering truth in other fields. Man 
does not have two minds, one for under- 
standing religious truths and another for 
finding out how many teenth has a donkey. 


“To me it is a source of amazement that there 
are still people who see the escape from . . 
danger in the continued multiplication of the 
destructiveness and speed of delivery of the 
major atomic weapons.” 

—George Kennan. 
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MOODS, MEN AND 
UNDERSTANDING 


OSCAR RIDDLE, Ph.D. 


“Do not laugh, do not cry; 
try to understand.’’—Spinoza 


Some literate people are turning tempo- 
rarily to religion because of today’s de- 
pressing world. This is not from religious 
conviction, rather it is a groping for an as- 
surance. That which they lack is not found 
in religious fantasy, but their uneasiness 
stems from their failure to find hope in the 
world of realities which they should but can- 
not understand. The moods themselves mir- 
ror both personal frustration and a fracture 
in society; the escapism reveals the raw sore 
of intellectual failure This is all meaning- 
ful because it reflects the strong undercur- 
rents of the times in which we live. On the 
surface and easily recognized are things such 
as tensions and confusions arising from re- 
cent rapid changes in family life, economics, 
religion, and educational urge. Underneath 
and less evident, according to the view 
sketched in these paragraphs, is the circum- 
stance that the Age of Science dawned some 
six decades ago with peoples unprepared to 
recognize or accept it; and, not wholly in- 
cidentally, most of these same decades were 
periods of unprecedented ideological clash 
and world-shaking wars. From this hybrid 
source the past fifty years have spawned 
disillusionment as never before 
groups of smug men. 


among 


During recent decades several Western 
peoples that have helped to push decency 
and civilization forward have come to view 
the future with dread. In which decisive way 
have the past three generations of these peo- 
ples failed to use the trained intelligence 
needed for entry into the new Age of Sci- 
ence? Only one such way is here regarded 
as decisive; decisive for the present writer, 
though practically ignored in current history 
and literature. 


The monumental and nearly irreparable 
failure of Western peoples occurred when 
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they held on to their religious dreams from 
1859 to 1914, instead of using that period 
for putting the exciting, new-found realities 
to the fore and fast preparing for the new 
rule of earth by man. Since the Darwin of 
1859, the sort of God that allegedly made 
man—that attends or corrects the ills and 
affairs of men—has been completely de- 
throned in science. Why was he not also de- 
throned by peoples? The reason is simple 
and most certain. Science is limited to a 
sole effective outlet in scholarship, and it 
was easily predictable that the socially 
dominant part of scholarship would long re- 
main adversely “‘conditioned’” by superna- 
turalism. To this moment no Western peo- 
ple has made comprehending contact with 
science. Instead, scholarship itself has split 
apart on the most basic of all moral and 
social questions—the nature and stature of 
man. A smaller though growing segment of 
scholarship has accepted man in his new 
found nature and dimension—a creature on 
his own. The large and dominant segment 
has continued to subordinate man to an out- 
side force—to a God, or to a “universe of 
spirit’ —tto which the person has a moral 
commitment superior to his commitment to 
man himself. From this ruinous schism peo- 
ples have been building their vulnerable, 
schizoid cultures—schizoid at its growing 
top, where it is socially most disruptive. 

How different the world would now be 
if, prior to 1900, literate peoples had learn- 
ed and accepted’ the implications of Dar- 
win’s great work of 1859! How fortunate 
if, thus early, some advanced nations or na- 
tion had grasped the truth that we humans 
are one with all of nature—that this unity 
puts any surviving attributes of divinity 
squarely upon the shoulders of man himself. 
Only the acceptance of this vast and hard- 
won insight, by one or another large and 
coherent community, was needed to initiate 
a new and second epoch in the whole of 
human history—supernaturalism dominating 
the first, naturalism the second. 

Though the masses have not been per- 
mitted effective access to science, they have 


indeed been both blessed and buffeted by 


an offspring of science—technology—whose 
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free-wheeling outlets include medicine, 
autos, advertising, radios, industry, bombs, 
and the kitchen shelf. A couple of genera- 
tions of civilized men, born during decades 
of unprecedented mental and social ferment, 
are just now being forced to live their 
lives—however worthwhile or disappointing 
—in a world of fast multiplying gifts and 
gadgets whose meaningful source in science 
they are mentally unprepared to under- 
stand. 


These moody and confused populations 
are mentally unready for an age whose dawn 
has overtaken and overwhelmed them. They 
are thus condemned to sweating it out for a 
further unknown term. They have not yet 
leanred that if we, or some nations of the 
West, had discarded the man-helping God 
by or before the early nineteen hundreds, 
the Russian revolution of 1917 would prob- 
ably have been carried out in friendly 
emulation of the outlook and freedom al- 
ready achieved by us—and today’s most 
serious threats, burdens and dangers of Cold 
War and Hot War could never have arisen. 
They have not yet learned that—fox the on- 
coming age—yearning, tradition and dream; 
are no longer tolerable substitutes for rigid 
secular realities, Nor that majorities, now 
and hereafter, must see nature, man, and 
societies in the frames prepared for them by 
today’s several grim realities and by our best 
tested knowledge. They have not yet learn- 
ed that such knowledge is already far too 
plentiful and powerful to allow anything 
better than temporary leadership to any peo- 
ple or nation that does not recognize and 
unhesitatingly embrace it. That is the super- 
lative fact now emerging from the recent ex- 
perience of the first nation that ever swept 
religion completely from its schools. With 
that releasing and propelling start, made 
only 40 years ago, a new Soviet autocracy 
went to work on a poor and war-crushed 
people that was 70 per cent illiterate. With 
that unmatched procedure and material that 
autocracy has built an educational system 
that has now given Russia more scientists 
and engineers than we can claim, and that 
now yearly graduates more than twice as 
many of those essential props to modernity, 


industry and leadership as does our own 
educational system. 

When this performance is joined to Mr. 
Khrushchev’s admission of March 1958, 
that the Soviets expect to win their con- 
test with the West through education, in- 
dustry and other non-military means, some 
will find at hand the ingredients for an un- 
usual mood and movement in the West. 
Pain and shock are sure to follow. But will 
our final response be merely a passive shrug 
and a grudging gesture within our own 
educational system? How much longer shall 
we gamble the fortunes of Western civiliza- 
tion on the proposition that the scientific 
age is still remote? 

Outside the crusty shell of a largely un- 
gracious past there is more, perhaps better, 
than could be enclosed within it. Certainly 
we have the wider area for further human 
maneuver. Merely knowing that only men 
can lift man, puts that mighty lever to work 
for him. The disappointments of men must 
decrease when a trusted but ineffective and 
wholly unmanageable Agent is no longer 
placed between man and an increasingly 
manageable nature. Given the green light, 
comprehending and really worthwhile hu- 
manity may become able and willing to 
work for attainable vistas and its own well- 
being. The Age of Science, though shadow- 
ed by its tardy acceptance, is already here. 
The future is not for the faltering hand, the 
slumbering mind, the faint of heart, but to 
those who will see and understand the sig- 
nificance of this new scientific age, readily 
accept its challenge and begin to enjoy 
man’s glorious future. 


THIS IS MY SONG 


This is my song—a song of all the nations, 

A song of peace, for lands afar—and mine; 

This is my home, the country where my heart is, 
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my very shrine! 
But other hearts in other lands are beating 

With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 


My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 
And sunlight beams on clover-leaf and pine, 
But other lands have sunlight, too, and clover, 
And skies are everywhere as blue as mine. 
This is my song—a song of all the nations, 

A song of peace for other lands—and mine. 
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Whither The 
Undisciplined Child? 


HARRY E. MONGOLD 


A woman and her son of about three 
years visited a friend one day. The boy 
got a cigarette lighter off the table and set 
fire to the living room curtains. He got into 
the bathroom and unrolled the toilet paper. 
Half of this went into the toilet and half 
went into the wash bowl. He turned water 
on the latter. In the kitchen he brought out 
every pan within reach and left them on the 
floor. He found the sewing machine and set 
the motor going, entangling the thread so 
that the machine had to be taken apart, 
freed of the thread, and put back together. 

To calm him down, he was given a 
cookie. This he moistened thoroughly in his 
mouth, then carried in his hand all around 
the living room, letting it dribble on the rug. 

To some extent it might seem that the 
boy was showing admirable initiative, cur- 
iosity, and manipulative ability. However, it 
was misapplied because of an _ ineffective 
mother. She only remonstrated mildly. It is 
now several years since the above incident, 
and she has no better control over him now. 

| wonder when he will become considerate 
of the property of other people. | wonder 
how many teachers will become more disa- 
greeable, less content with their work, and 
less sympathetic with children because of 
him. | wonder how many people will dislike 
him for arrogance, making him as a result 
more obnoxious than ever, as he seeks inef- 
fectually (and pathetically) to gain friendly 
relations. 

Another boy is spoiled by his grandpar- 
ents,with whom he lives. He lives there 
because he wants to and because his parents 
are glad to have him away from his younger 
sister, on whom he is rather rough. 

One day his grandfather was on the roof 
of the house, and the boy took away the 
ladder. No one else was home. Threats and 
pleading did no good. The boy insisted 
that he must have a toy train or he would 
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leave the ladder away from the house roof. 
When he was finally promised the toy, he 
replaced the ladder. 

The boy is apparently idolized by his 
grandparents. In all conflicts at home he 
seems to win. What kind of husband will 
he make? 

It is important to notice that one whose 
wishes are easily granted does not need to 
learn to plan. Any of the practices that we 
ordinarily call wise because they provide for 
future troubles mean nothing to him. Is he 
the type, then, that we should depend on for 
carrying on our civic affairs? For responsible 
voting? For cooperation? Surely one who 
has had no frustrations when a child will 
always look no farther ahead than today 
or this week. 

Since no one can live in a paradise, it is 
mistreatment of a child to allow him to grow 
up supposing that life is very simple and 
that one’s every need can be satisfied if he 
cries or shouts a little. Life is complex. 

The habit of planning must be gained 
from recognition that many things are not 
easy to get, or to avoid, depending on the 
type of planning it is. One can learn to plan, 
not alone from being deprived of some 
things,but when adults show the child how 
deprivation can be shortened by careful 
action. Also there are many calamities that 
can be largely prevented by thought and 
by regulations for doing things. 

Some parents claim to be guided by a 
principle of psychology,which they quote as, 
“It is harmful to the child to frustrate him.” 
This is a misinterpretation. Frustration is 
normal to living. What is harmful is to be 
frustrated beyond any means (that he can 
see) of satisfying one’s general desires. 

Frankie was seen daubing paint on the 
house. His mother collected her thoughts as 
she approached him. She knew there was no 
need to grab his arm, as he now could speak 
and understand English, and the amount of 
work that had to be undone would not be 
made significantly greater by the final swing 
of the brush. 

“Did you ask Daddy whether you could 
paint>"’ she asked. 
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“I think it possible that the governments of 
East and West, alike, may learn that their em- 
nity is suicidal . . If it cannot be learned, 
every increase of knowledge will be only a step 
towards ultimate and complete disaster.” 

—Bertrand Russell. 


COPPP PPO LPL LP PL PPL D POLL LDP L OL LLP DOLOL DOLL OLE e 


IN OUR LIFETIMES 


IF RATIONALISTS EXPECT RELIEF 
FROM THE OPPRESSIVE LAWS OF 
RELIGION and from the taxes we must 
pay to subsidize them, from the religious 
censorship of TV and Radio, we must be 
neither stingy nor lazy — but MUST mail 
and distribute rationalist material to think- 
ers so as to encourage them to join us 


ON NNN NNN NONE N NO) 


> 

in the fight for human progress. — Below 3 
are bargains in such material: 2 
v | 


SUPERIOR MEN, by James Hervey John- 
son, 192 p. booklet setting forth compre- 
hensive evidence and argument prvoing 
that religion is a money making scheme 
based on stone age supersstition. 60c post- 
paid, 2 for $1.00. 

v 
RELIGIOUS BRAIN STUFFING, by James 
Hervey Johnson, folder, 5c and stamp, 25 
for $1.00. Tells how people are stuffed with 
superstition. Send them with your letters. 

v 
WHAT A FREETHINKER THINKS — by 
Johnson. Folder, reprint of a speach before 
a church class, A mild approach that will 
not antagonize religionists. Mail and pass 
them out. 30 for $1.00. 

v 
RELIGION, A PRIMITIVE FABLE — by 
Dr. J. M. Wilson. Booklet. 25c. Special, 5 
for $1.00. 

v 
HAVE YOU A SPIRITUALIST FRIEND 
OR ONE WHO BELIEVES IN FORTUNE 
TELLING, MENTAL TELEPATHY, OR 
MIND READING? Our booklets on spirit 
writing, fortune telling, etc. explain how 
these fakers work. 2 different booklets 
$1.00. (extra folders sent to those who 
order first.) 

v 
RELIGION AND ATHEISM IN THE 
SOVIET UNION. Authoritative transla- 
tion. Booklet, 50c. 


FREE — List of rationalist books. 
SUPERIOR BOOKS 
Dept. AR - Box 2832 
SAN DIEGO 12, CALIFORNIA 
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“No,” replied Frankie cheerfully. 

“Well we don't have enough in this can 
to go over the whole house, so we must wait 
till Daddy gets a lot of new paint. Then you 
can see how he does it. I think you might 
like to paint our kitchen stool with this. That 
would be about the right amount of paint. 
Would you like to do that?” 

“"Yes,"’ said Frankie, his grin renewed. 

“All right,"’ said his mother, feeling relief 
and pleasure. “It has been blue a long time, 
and now we can have a yellow stool. You 
can show me how good a job you can do.” 

So Frankie's general desire for an adult- 
like activity was satisfied, in this case without 
much change, but he was frustrated in his 
particular plan of action. The latter was 
relatively unimportant and quickly forgotten. 
He was delighted to show his mother his 
talent, little though it was by adult standards, 
and she was delighted also by the friendly 
social contact between them and the feeling 
that he was gaining both a useful interest 
and «# useful inhibition in applying it. 

Where the child is shown that some of 
his ideas cannot be carried out, and that 
there are ways of satisfying his desires with- 
out bringing unhappiness to him, he will be 
learning to think, to plan, to provide for 
escape from conflict with others. He needs 
to know that many of his specific ideas will 
be frustrated, but that the general need 
behind any specific idea can be satisfied if 
he will think of a better way to do it. 

People who grow up knowing of both 
frustration and intelligent adjustment will 
appreciate wise planning. They will under- 
stand and tolerate delays, so long as the 
delays are for thought and preparation. 
They will take social problems with more 
seriousness than will the adult who was a 
spoiled child. They will be more likely to 
know the meaning of fair play and the need 
for democracy and freedoms. 


Better citizens means better parenthood. 
This is worth work and study. Are our 
young Rationalists aware of the importance 
of their school courses in Mental Hygiene 
and Family Problems? 
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THE WIDE, WIDE 
MOVEMENT 
by ELDON SCHOLL 


All organizations are urged to 
send in their news, programs, ac- 
tivities, elections, socials, past or 
future, and pictures of meetings, 
officers or members, or anything 
of interest to Rationalists. 

















In October, Ronald Pesha, organizing secretary 
of the AMERICAN RATIONALIST FEDER- 
ATION, was one of the panelists on Station 
KRMG of Tulsa, Oklahoma, on the subject Reli- 
gious Teaching in Public Schools. He presented 
the Rationalist point of view in a clear, forceful 
and inoffensive manner along with a Baptist and 
a Methodist minister. 


The other active organizing secretary of the 
ARF, Ralph Blois, has been conducting a program 
of cooperation among individual Rationalists who 
want to do something for the movement. His 
publication Freethought Action keeps the ideas 
of the various readers in touch so that the results 
can be used for combined action. Already some 
success can be reported. For years standard 
directories have not included the names of our 
Freethought organizations or journals. FA con- 
tacted two of the largest directories and re- 
ceived favorable replies, The American Ration- 
alist has filled out the forms for inclusion in one 
directory. Mr. Blois at present urges a letter 
writing campaign which is concentrated on par- 
ticular items at one time. That is, for instance, 
many readers of FA wrote to moving picture 
companies (all at about the same time) asking 
about a film on Thomas Paine. Later Blois sug- 
gested that not much hope be given, so they 
concentrated on Walt Disney Productions. FA 
gave the addresses of the film companies so 
there is no problem for FA readers. Blois states 
that if one Rationalist writes a letter it is 
ignored, but if a good number write, they are 
not ignored so easily. FA advises its member- 
readers of current projects and also advises on 
the method to gain attention. FA has adopted 
the Freethought symbol started by Ripsaw editor 
Virgil McClain. Those who want to see samples 
of Freethought Action write to Ralph Blois, 
P.O. Box 273, Rockford, Illinois. 


Ralph Blois spoke before the CLARENCE 
DARROW SOCIETY in Chicago on the subject 
Unity in Reality, comparing religion with materi- 
alism, illustrated with slides. He also displayed 
slides taken at the ARF convention in Milwaukee 
last August. Howard Mayhew spoke on Sig- 
nificance of the 1958 Elections, in November. 
In January, the group heard Irving Abrams talk 
on Modern Man in Search of His Soul. 
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CLARENCE DARROW SOCIETY has been put- 
ting out a lot of small Freethought leaflets. The 
group also heard Lee F. Hubbell talk on Com- 
munication — Its Philosophy and Practical Ap- 
plication. 


Harold Verb, 102 Aldine St., Newark 8, New 
Jersey, is writing a play on Tom Paine. Who 
knows, it might become a movie! Anyone with 
ideas for Mr. Verb please write to him direct. 


That active atheist in Wisconsin, Kenneth 
Klinkert, was turned down by the Billy Graham 
organization on suggestions for a debate. So Ken 
wrote again and asked if Graham was afraid of 
free speech. Readers can keep this going by 
writing to Billy Graham, 1300 Harmon Place, 
Minneapolis 3, Minn. 


Two new secretaries have been elected: Mr. 
Herman Massman of the FREISINNIGE GE- 
MEINDE, of Chicago, and Joseph Smith, re- 
placing Lou Alt, of the FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL 
LEAGUE, of Philadelphia. 


An unusual speaking arrangement arose when 
Walter Hoops, Executive Secretary of the ARF, 
went to Milwaukee and spoke before the FREIE 
GEMEINDE, January 21, on Das Aufklirungs- 
Zeitalter in German, and the following evening, 
in English, before the JEFFERSON FREE 
THOUGHT SOCIETY on the subject Dennis 
Diderot, French Rationalist of the 18th Century. 
Mr. Hoops, fluent in both German and English, 
selected the few times that the meetings of 
these two groups falls on successive evenings. 
The JEFFERSON FREE THOUGHT SOCIETY 
heard, in February, Robert Harold Scott, of San 
Francisco speak on Should Atheists be Barred 
from Broadcasting? Mr. Scott was the atheist 
who gained prominence years ago when he spoke 
over the radio but has been denied, ever since, 
from speaking on atheism despite the F.C.C. 
statement that he had such right. California 
radio stations defy the F.C.C., whose members 
are now involved in scandals for television chan- 
nel permits. 


The ARIZONA SECULARISTS take credit for 
forming a chapter of POAU in Phoenix. Arizona 
readers who wish to support worthwhile POAU 
activity should write to POAU, Box 48, Phoenix, 
Arizona. Meetings are held in the YMCA build- 
ing. At a recent meeting they heard a minister 
talk on Religious persecution in Colombia. 


The RATIONALIST PRESS ASS’N. of New 
York City is sponsoring a series of ten lectures 
by Prof. Paul Edwards (President of the New 
York Chapter of the American Humanist Ass’n.) 
at the meeting room of the Community Church 
on the famous heretics, a subject which is the 
theme of a book he will publish soon. Formal 
invitations invited RPA members to their first 
annual New Year’s Day Party on January Ist. 


rey”. 


1am. 


Polaroid camera pictures taken on the spot sold 
for 75c per print. With a wassail bowl and other 
goodies they had a good time. At another meeting 
they conducted a discussion on Sociological, 
Economic and Political Ideas of Bertrand Russell. 
In February they discussed Michael de Montaigne 
and Plaise Pascal. In March they will hear 
Jerome Nathanson, leader of the New York 
Society for Ethical Culture on The Ethical Cul- 
ture Movement in the United States and the 
Campaign for the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment. 


The annual Yule-tide celebration of the RA- 
TIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST, LOUIS was held 
around a German theme, just as last year’s pro- 
gram was on an Italian theme. There was German 
music, singing, kafee klatch, imported German 
heer and wine. Walter Hoops gave a talk on the 
traditions of Yule-tide and Christmas as it is 
today — a stolen holiday, taken from the Pagans. 
He gave a short talk on the German language 
stating that no one can “learn” German, that 
vou have to be born in Germany to really know 
how to speak German properly. He read a 
comical story of cinderella written by Dave Ship- 
per. Then he conducted a “Yule-Klapp,” in which 
everyone present received gifts, with most of 
them wrapped with many layers of paper, each 
with a different name of those present. Mr. 
Hoop’s annual auction for the benefit of the 
Society was called a German auction of last 
year’s remnants of the “French Auction.” One 
bottle of champagne brought a price of around 
$13.00. Letters were read from well-wishers, in- 
cluding a telegram from editor Lowell H. Coate 
who was in California at the time. 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF HUMANITY of Oak- 
land, California expects to have a radio program 
every Sunday afternoon over the largest station 
in the East bay area, KLX. Early this year the 
organization heard Hugh Robert Orr speak on 
Faith, Hope and Charity, a Rationalist Sermon 
on a Christmas Theme, and Dr. Harry C. Stein- 
metz speak on Social Responsibility in Science. 


The St. Louis Chapter of the AMERICAN 
HUMANIST ASSOCIATION presented several 
good programs, Cyril Clemens on Was Mark 
Twain a Humanist?, Dr. Victor Mark on Science 
vs, Superstition, and a minister and an instructor 
in philosophy on the subject The Word “God” 
and its Referents. 


The office of the American Rationalist has re- 
ceived a quantity of French pamphlets which 
will be sent to readers who can read French. 
From time to time other Freethought and Ra- 
tionalist publications are received from our 
friends abroad in many languages, including 
Dutch, Finnish, Spanish, Italian and German 
which will be sent to readers on request, es- 


pecially to those who may want to translate 
items for AR. 


The FREETHINKERS OF SOUTHERN CALI- 
FORNIA heard Dr. Martin Bunge, formerly with 
the California Institute of Technology, talk on 
Semantics. 


Editor Lowell H. Coate visited with Rational- 
ists in California and returned to St. Louis in 
time to take in the national conference of the 
POAU. 


THE VOLTAIRE SOCIETY of Chicago has 
come to the rescue of those who want to place 
a sign on their cars as an answer to those who 
have a statue. This small card in red print reads: 


“Nothing is Harder to Bear 

Than the Egoism of Ignorance 

And the Arrogance of Superstition.” 
— Robert G. Ingersoll 


Send a contribution for your card to The Voltaire 
Society, 1204 W. Foster Avenue, Chicago 40, 
Tilinois. You may find other uses for this “gospel” 
message. 


Mr. G. H. Taylor, representing the NATIONAL 
SECULAR SOCIETY in England, had an odd 
experience when representing the N.S.S. in a 
recent discussion on Christianity and Freethought 
at Guy’s Hospital, His main opponent, Dr. Boyd, 
Lecturer in Physics, during the course of his 
speech, suddenly drew a gun and levelled it at Mr. 
Taylor. After several minutes, during which he 
continued his address and kept the gun trained 
on Mr. Taylor, he fired a loud blank, apparently 
hoping to make his opponent jump. Whatever 
point he was making was lost in the general 
surprise. Mr. Taylor opened his reply with “Now 
we'll have some fireorks of a different sort.” As 
was the case last year, the N.S.S. viewpoint was 
received with enthusiasm by the medical students. 
Any member organization of the AMERICAN 
RATIONALIST FEDERATION is eligible to re- 
present the federation with an ARF report on the 
subject The Schools and Freethought in the 
United States for the annual International Con- 
gress of the WORLD UNION OF FREETHINK- 
ERS to be held at the Brussels University, Sept. 
4 to 9, 1959. The copy must be sent far in advance 
in order to be translated into the other official 
languages of the Congress, French, German, and 
Italian. Rationalists in St. Louis, Missouri have 
acquirei a bust of Charles Bradlaugh through 
the cooperation of the president of the World 
Union, C. Bradlaugh Bonner. 


The New Zealand Rationalist magazine has 
come out in a bold new design in colors, illustra- 
tion and type styles. 


The Birmingham branch of the NATIONAL 
SECULAR SOCIETY heard P. Sargant Florance 
speak on Religion as an Obstacle to High 
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Standards of Living in Backward Countries, and 
Dave Shipper on Freethought Overseas Activities 
and Possibilities. J. M. Alexander spoke on Sex 
and Sin. 


Dr. M. D. W. Jeffreys spoke on the subject 
The Origin and Growth of Organized Religion 
before the RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION OF 
JOHANNESBURG. Dr. John T. Robinson of the 
Transvaal Museum, Pretoria, spoke on Monkeys, 
Apes and Men. 


A new bulletin for the movement is The 
Westralian Secularist. Those interested in seeing 
a sample might write to Collin Coates, 100 Acton 
Ave., Rivervale, West Australia. 


South African Rationalist James J. Ravell lec- 
tured on Rationalism in Kanamia Mosque Hall, 
Cape Town, to 150 members of the Moslem 
Youth Movement. Mr. Ravel had not yet reached 
his mid 20’s and will be an asset to the South 
African movement. 


Most British Freethinkers were sickened by 
the “Prince of Peace’ publicity following the 
death of Pius XII. The NSS held a meeting in 
London’s Caston Hall under the title Pius XII, 
Man of Peace or Ally of Dictators? 


American George von Hilsheimer, formerly 
assistant leader of the Ethical Society of St. 
Louis, visited Britain and lectured to humanist 
groups in Edinburgh, Cardiff, Bristol and London. 
The von Hilsheimers spent a hilarious evening 
with Mr. and Mrs. Dave Shipper in Cardiff. 


N.S.S. vice-president and Hyde Park lecturer, 
Len Ebury, spoke to the SLOUGH HUMANIST 
GROUP about his 30 Years of Freethought. 


Dutch Freethinkers in Rotterdam heard Wil- 
lem Van Iependaal speak on Heathen Spain. In 
Utrecht authoress Anna Blaman spoke on the 
subject Eroticism in Art. 


Dave Shipper wrote an article on the United 
Arab Republic for the French Freethought paper 
Defense de L’Homme. His article on Israel, writ- 
ten for the South African Rationalist was re- 
printed in The Liberal. The Finnish monthly 
Vapaa Ajattelija (The Free Thinker) reprinted 
Norman A. Du Bois’ article from AR, and the 
Belgian monthly De Vrijdenker commented on 
the AR article by Edd Doerr on Dictatorship and 
Catholicism. 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

I was very pleased to receive the copies of the 
American Rationalist. You are doing a great 
piece of work with this magazine and I wish you 
all the success you so richly merit. Fj 

Sincerely yours, 
Walter F. Kennon, Oakland, Calif. 
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‘** QUOTUS 


from the Freethought publications of the world. 





from THE RATIONALIST (Australia): 
Rationalism -— Clearing away the obstacles to 
human happiness and progress. 


from THE RATIONALIST (South Africa): 
“Darwin? Oh, he was the man who said we 
had tails, like monkeys.” — 
“On the contrary, he pointed out that certain 
monkeys have no tails, like us.” 


from THE INDIAN RATIONALIST: 

It is unwise to say that more important than 
exposing the falsehoods of old religions is “provid- 
ing a counter attraction.” We replace a false- 
hood with truth and not with a m: e attractive 
counter delusion. We do not need to offer 
counter attractions at all. 


from the NEW ZEALAND RATIONALIST: 

The need today is for more and more scientists, 
and these will not be produced by wasting school 
time on dissemination of religious superstition, 
myth and dogma. 


from THE FREETHINKER (England): 

Catholic scientists . . . evidently hold that the 
evolution of the unicellular organis, from a mix- 
ture of reducing gasses and the evolution of a 
ground-ape from a flagellate or an amoeba may 
be legitimately investigated and possibly eventu- 
ally explained without recourse to theology. But 
the evolution of a human from a humanoid is 
outside the scope of scientific inquiry alone, To 
the biologist this seems like straining at the gnat 
after swallowing the camel. 


from THE AGE OF REASON MAGAZINE: 
The idea of God has been man’s greatest 
stumbling block to his advancement and progress. 








LIFE MEMBERSHIP 


offered to readers of 
The American Rationalist 


at $120.00 


Payable, if preferred, within a two-year 
period. The Rationalist Association is 
incorporated under the laws of the State 
of Missouri as a non-profit organization. 


For information write to: 


RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 
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‘“We Are Facing A Danger 
Unlike Any Danger That 
Has Ever Existed...”’ 


Editor’s Note: This statement has been signed 
by more than 50 of America’s outstanding liberal 
leaders. We commend it to the serious consider- 
ation of our readers. 


We are facing a danger unlike any danger 
that has ever existed. In our possession and 
in the possession of the Russians are more 
than enough nuclear explosives to put an 
end to the life of man on earth. 


Meanwhle, our approach to the danger 
is unequal to the danger. 


We have been living half a life. We have 
been developing our appetites, but we have 
been starving our purposes. We have been 
concerned with bigger incomes, bigger tele- 
vision screens and bigger cars—but not with 
the big ideas on which our lives and free- 
coms depend. 


What the world expects of America is 
not just bigger and better intercontinental 
missiles and hydrogen bombs. The world 
is looking to us for the ideas that can make 
this planet safe and fit for human habita- 
tion. 


Indeed, the test of a nation’s right to 
survive today is measured not by the size 
of its bombs or the range of its missiles, but 
by the size and range of its concern for the 
human community as a whole. 


There can be no true security for Amer- 
ica unless we can exert leadership in these 
terms, unless we become advocates of a 
grand design that is directed to the large 
cause of human destiny. 

There can be no true security for Amer- 
ica unless we can establish and keep vital 
connections with the world’s people, un- 
less there is some moral grandeur to our 
purposes, unless what we do is directed to 
the cause of human life and the free man. 

There is much that America has said to 
the world. But the world is still waiting for 
us to say and do the things that will in 


deed and in truth represent our greatest 
strength. 
What are these things? 


First, As It Concerns The Peace, 
America Can Say: 


That we are prepared to support the con- 
cept of a United Nations authorized and em- 
powered under law to prevent aggression, 
to enforce disarmament and to settle dis- 
putes among nations according to principles 
of justice. 


Next, As It Concerns Nuclear Weapons, 
America Can Say: 

That the earth is too small for intercon- 
tinental ballistic: missiles and nuclear bombs 
and that the first order of business for the 
world is to bring both under control; 


That the development of satelltes or 
rocket stations and the exploration of outer 
space must be carried on in the interests of 
the entire human community through a pool- 
ing of world science. 


As It Concerns Nuclear Testing, 
America Can Say: 

That because of the grave unanswered 
questions with respect to nuclear test explo- 
sions—especially as it concerns the con- 
tamination of air and water and food and 
the injury to man himself—we are callng 
upon all nations to suspend such explosions 
at once; 


That while the abolition of testing will 
not by itself solve the problem of peace or 
the problem of armaments, it enables the 
world to eliminate immediately at least one 
real and specific danger. Also, that the aboli- 
tion of testing gives us a place to begin on 
the larger queston of armaments control, for 
the problems in monitoring such tests are 
relatively uncomplicated, 


As It Concerns Our Connections 
With The Rest Of Mankind, 
America Can Say: 


That none of the differences separating 
the governments of the world are as im- 
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portant as the membership of all peoples in 
the human family; 


That the big challenge of the age is to 
develop the concept of a higher loyalty— 
loyalty by man to the human community; 


That the greatest era of human history 
on earth is withn reach of all mankind, that 
there is no area that cannot be made fertile 
or habitable, no disease that cannot be 
fought, no scarcity that cannot be con- 
quered; 


That all that is required for this is to re- 
direct our energies, re-discover our moral 
strength, re-define our purposes. 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR A 
SANE NUCLEAR POLICY 


Co-chairmen: 
Norman Cousins, Clarence Pickett 


PAEAN REQUIEM 


Let no one weep for me, let all rejoice 

That from the agony of feeble flesh 
I am delivered. Let my thoughts live on 

To bless all offspring of the human race. 
For inspiration, like a forest fire, 

Can leap from mind to mind around the globe. 
Being ignoble, it has made earth hell, 

And spawned great wars and plague and 

famine (ire. 

But, being noble, from it there can spring 

A hardier plant than hate, fraternal love, 
Perennial, impartial, kind and true 

Guiding us on to ever better life. 
Let all rejoice with me, for I rejoice. 

My spirit is replete, and seeks but rest, 
Rejoicing that it does not stand in awe 

Of any bugaboo of future life. 
I view the growing stream of cogent thought 

My life, in part, has fathered, and rejoice 
That it continues, irresistible. 

My one regret, that I could not do more; 
My glory, that I leave behind me those 

Who shall do more throughout the centuries 
Until the cramping carcass of blind faith 

Is, like the ruptured chrysalis, cast off 
By sturdy trunk and limbs that stand alone, 

Unarmed and fearless, nude and unashamed, 
Lovely and wholesome, in the morning sun. 


Copyright 1958 
DONALD H. SWEET 
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GOING UNDERCOVER TO SPEAK FRANKLY 


An unusual gripe session was held in Austin, 
Texas, the other day. The participants were 
leading educators from a number of state 
universities, In fact, U. of I. President David 
Dodds Henry set the keynote by saying that 
state universities should make their views clearly 
known on the controversial problems of higher 
education. 

The conferees promptly proceeded to do so, 
under the cloak of anonymity. Newspaper re- 
porters were permitted to attend the meeting, but 
with the understanding that they could report 
only what was said — without identifying the 
speakers by name or school. Dr. Henry’s speech 
was the only one of any substance that was on- 
the-record. 

The reason for placing the rest of the session 
off-the-record was to permit educators to speak 
freely, without fear of political reprisal. It was 
thus possible for one speaker to complain bitterly 
that most of what the American public knows 
about its state universities is gleaned from read- 
ing the sports pages. And another could admit, 
under questioning, that his state university was 
too big to do its job properly. 

“But I’d get shot if I said that in public,” he 
added. 

We doubt that anyone would shoot him, but 
some anguished politicians in his state would be 
howling for his resignation if his identity was 
known. The truth is that too many state uni- 
versities are politically dominated — and the 
situation is likely to grow much worse before 
getting better. 


Freedom of inquiry, the prime function of 
higher education, cannot function properly in 
state universities when their officials cannot 
speak freely in public. 

The sooner state universities are freed of such 
political control by placing them under appointive, 
non-partisan trustees, the sooner will they be 
able to make a solid contribution to the better- 
ment of America. — Chicago Sun-Times 





DO YOU REALLY WANT 
To Promote the General Freethought 
and Rationalist Movement? 


A plan of procedure is outlined in the 
Prospectus and Regulations of 
THE 


KNIGHTS OF REASON 
INC. 


Send One Dollar for Booklet to: 
GLORIA RIGHTMYER, Sec’y, 
5339 Rowland Road, Toledo, Ohio 
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READERS’ FORUM 


Congratulations! 
Dear Editor: 

I am nuts about your magazine. I wish we 
had as many publications like it as we have 
newspapers. 

Sincerely, 
R. L. Harrell, Austin, Texas 
* ok ok 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

Sincerest congratulations on your appointment 
as Editor of the American Rationalist! I am sure 
your efforts will help to build a bigger and 
better magazine as well as increase the member- 
ship of the American Rationalist Federation .. . 
Inclosed is $10 for a subscription to your fine 
magazine and also my dues as a member-at-large 
of your Rationalist Society. 

Sincerely, 
Buford W. Posey, 
Philadelphia, Miss. 
ok ck * 
Dear Dr, Coate: 

Greetings, Salutations and Congratulations! I 
can see an improvement in the Rationalist in the 
very first issue which you have apparently edited. 
I like the new dull-finish paper you have chosen 
and the slightly bolder type-face you use. More 
power to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
C. Harry Nims, Detroit 
* * * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

There is good reason why a Rationalist publica- 
tion should enter into some of the aspects which 
Professor Erich Fromm develops in his “Sane 
Society”. Look at the Cooperative Movement 
with its antipathy toward socialists and free- 
thinkers. Their policy has narrowed their program 
to small business so that they cannot function 
as they should. Rationalism must be conceived 
not only in its historical development but in the 
present-day psychological and sociological mean. 
ing of social sanity. It can be done without be- 
coming involved in partisan politics and still give 
a lead to liberal thinking. 

Fraternally yours, 
Marius Hansome, California 
* tk * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

Many thanks for the copy of the lastest issue 
of The Rationalist. I was very much interested 
in your article on “The Rationalist Challenge”. 
There is no doubt in my mind about the change 
of attitude toward religion in the present gener- 
ation. This is reflected in the increased intensity 
of Catholic effort to increase its political power 
as the only means of checking freedom of think- 
ing. They present the greatest stumbluing block 











toward the advance of the rational view. This 
is why Dr. Doerr’s article is timely indeed. You 
have a great mission ahead of you as Editor. 
I hope and believe that your periodical will grow 
in circulation and influence. 
Best wishes, 

George W. Elderkin, 

Professor Emeritus, 
Princeton University. 
* *” * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

It was just an almighty pleasant surprise to 
receive your nice congratulatory note and to 
realize that you hadn’t forgotten me... It was 
a lot of fun being at that meeting with you good 
folks, meeting everybody and having a good time 
in general. Thank you for sending me a copy of 
the November-December issue of your magazine. 

With just every good wish to you, I am, 
William Langer, 
United States Senator, Washington, D.C. 
x * * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

Thanks for sending me your AR magazine; I 
am very delighted with it. Your wonderful Edi- 
torial clears the way for constructive thinking. 
You are in your proper element and will do a 
fine job. I need this magazine. Inclosed you 
should find $2.00 for a year’s subscription. 

Fraternally yours, 
Bernie Stevens, California. 
* * a 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

Several persons spoke to me in full approval 
of your lecture in the North Community Church 
in Chicago last Sunday. It was an interesting and 
tactful talk, sprinkled with good humor and en- 
couragement for grim times. I hope other Church 
groups will welcome the Rationalist message. 

Sincerely yours, 
Brent D. Allison, Illinois 
Formerly with the University of Chicago 
os & #4 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

Congratulations on your new post as Editor 
of the American Rationalist .. . Apropos of the 
mention in your Editorial of Sputnik, you may 
wish to make use of this story. — 

Some Russians arrived at the door of Heaven 
and when St. Peter asked their name nationality, 
they gave it, whereupon he exclaimed, “You can’t 
come in! You are Russians; you are Communists, 
therefore you are Atheists and there is no place 
in here for you!” The Russians replied, “We 
have no desire to come in; we have just come 
up to get our ball.” 

Very sincerely, 
An anonymous contributor. 
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“JUDAISM OR JEWISH NATIONALISM: 
THE ALTERNATIVE TO ZIONISM” 


by Elmer Berger 
In this important and cogent little book Rabbi 
Berger presents a sound and well reasoned de- 
fense of the anti-Zionism of many American Jews 





in general and of the American Council for 
Judaism in particular. The latter, it might be 
noted, is probably the most liberal and pro- 
gressive Jewish organization in the United States 
today and makes no secret of its official espousal 
of a humanist outlook. 

Berger defends the theses that “‘Judaism is 
a religion and not a nationalism,” and that 
“American Jews are individual Americans and 
not part of a world-wide ‘Jewish’ nation or 
‘people’.” He repudiates the attacks made upon 
Jewish anti-Zionism and the Council by Ameri. 
cans and Israelis who adhere uncritically to 
Zionist tribalism and nationalism, 

This book is a “must” for anyone who would 
understand contemporary Judaism and the many 
problems created by the Zionist movement. 

— Edd Doerr 


Bookman Associates, $3.00. Order from AR 


Book Service. 
aA + bo 
“THE POWER OF FAITH HEALING — 
PSYCHIC AND DIVINE” 


by Shaw Desmond 

In addition to a short history of psychic heal- 
ing, this book covers every type of healing 
outside modern medicine. The author states that 
there can be no abrogation of natural laws. The 
deeper laws underlying the seeming miracles 
will some day be clearly formulated and under- 
stood. Desmond feels that the medical profession 
have much to learn from the psychic school. He 
gives us as an example Mesmer, an early faith 
healer, who used hypnotism and electricity to 
bring about cures. Now doctors and dentists have 
uses for both, such as shock therapy by the use 
of electricity. 

Spiritualism is dealt with only as it relates to 
healing. The author condemns many of the 
methods used by certain spiritualists. Desmond 
has studied yoga and theosophy and many 
Eastern religions, upon which he bases many of 
his ideas. Although an unorthodox thinker, he 
is by no means a typical rationalist. 


— Nan Mongold 
Liveright, $3.50. 
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“DISCOVERING THE REAL SELF” 


by E. F. McDaniel 

The message of this excellent book is a simple 
one that many people know but forget to apply, 
but a message that many never learn. In brief, 
my world and your world will always be different, 
and yet my world and your world must both be 
adjustable in the light of new experiences. For 
no matter how hard one works at it, he will 
always find that some of his impressions will 
mislead him. 

An important corollary is that words mislead. 
One tends to forget that a word is an arbitrary 
symbol, that many words refer to only feelings 
and not to something in the objective world, and 
that one word is often used with various mean. 
ings. 

McDaniel explains carefully and patiently that 
each individual selects from the objective world 
about him on several different levels of abstract- 
ing. What brings about a person’s reactions is 
a small part of the objective world. Furthermore, 
we add a great deal in the form of associations. 
We interpret what we notice according to our 
learning, including our appreciation of expected 
effects on us due to the immediate situation. 

Everyone would be wise to understand that 
values are distinct from the objective situations 
that are being valued, that the world, including 
people, changes, and that values must change 
according to other changes. Thus a set of morals, 
a religion, or a conscience varies according to 
time, place, and person. This does not mean that 
the objective reality differs according to the 
perception of it, of course, but that there are a 
myriad relationships possible between a person 
and the rest of reality. 

The explanation is in terms of a field of study 
known as General Semantics. This seems to be 
mental hygiene regarded in a social, as well as 
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the individual, light. Some of the terminology 
is rather odd, especially the use of “human 
object” to mean human perception of an object 
or objective situation. 

The emphasis on abstraction from one’s en- 
vironment seems to overshadow the fact of in- 
dividual addition of semantic reactions (mean- 
ings), in the author’s explanation. I think this 
is because the physiology of selection is easier 
to describe than that of association. 

This type of book is much needed. I think this 
particular one could be the most valuable on the 
shelves of many people, if they would study it. 

— Harry E, Mongold 


Philosophical Library, $3.75, 117 pp. Order 
through AR Book Service. 


*- * ad 
“MARRIAGE: SACERDOTAL OR SECULAR?” 
Cc. G. L. Du Cann 


Mr, Du Cann, a well-Known writer with 150 
“Freethinker” articles to his credit, has written 
an extreme!y interesting pamphlet which is “An 
enquiry into whether the marriage ceremony 
is the business of the Church or the State.’ He 
liscusses the desirability of secular or religious 
ceremonies and shows how religious prejudices 
can often be the cause of a marriage break-up. 
Giving a brief history of divorce he attacks the 
present British divorce laws, which compel much 
lishonesty and hypocrisy, and gives statistics to 
support his claims. 

Mr. Du Cann quotes John Seldon: “Of all ac- 
tions in a man’s life his marriage does least con- 
cern other people, yet of all actions in our life 
it is the most meddled with by other people.” 

— Dave Shipper 


The Pioneer Press, 35 cents. Order from AR 
Book Service. 
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FALLOUT ALARMS LOS ANGELES 

A sharp increase in radioactivity over southern 
California recently set off a wave of indignation 
and apprehension. 

Mayor Norris Poulson of Los Angeles tele- 
phoned a protest to Washington. He demanded 
the all-but-completed atomic weapons test in 
Nevada be halted immediately. 

The city health department said the amount 
of radioactivity in the air rose 20 per cent above 
the accepted safe level over a period of months. 
The Atomic Energy Commission insisted there 
Was no danger. 

Reports of the spurt in radioactivity created 
excitement in Los Angeles. Newspaper and of- 
ficial switchboards received hundreds of calls 
inquiring of possible danger. 

Workers in civic center office buildings closed 
windows. 

“Fallout Perils L. A.,’’ headlined the Herald- 
Express. 

“Atom Fallout Rise Here Sets Off Panic,” said 
the Mirror-News banner line. 

The AEC insisted the situation is temporary 
and that the radioactivity will dissipate quickly. 
A spokesman said the amount is equal only to 
the exposure a person would get under normal 
circumstances over two months. 

But Mayor Poulson was alarmed because wind 
was carrying fallout from the Nevada tests over 
Los Angeles. He talked by telephone with Atomic 
Energy Comr. W. F. Libby. Poulson said he 
was told the last scheduled shot in Nevada would 
be called off. 

But AEC scientists went ahead with plans to 
fire another shot on the windswept Nevada desert 
Thursday night if weather conditions permit. 

Informed of this, Poulson said:‘‘We don’t like 
to be talked to like children. If they shoot that 
last shot there will be repercussions.” 

In Washington, Libby said: “There was some 
fallout in Los Angeles but it is not hazardous.” 

Representative Clair Engle (D-Calif.) joined in 
the protest. 

“The safety of our people comes first,” he said. 
“No scientific information resulting from these 
tests can justify imperiling the people of this 
state or nation. 

“The American people have cause for righteous 
anger. We ought to find out right away who is 
responsible for this blunder, place the blame 
where it belongs and make sure it never happens 
again.” 

Dr. Paul Saltman, University of Southern 
California, professor of biochemistry, said: 

“T would like to say something to relieve the 
public mind about the dangers of this high radio- 
activity level. But I can’t say it. Radiation ex- 
posure is a cumulative thing. What happens 
today we always have with us. — True, the 
maximum permissible level is a continuous level. 
But radiation that is begun today stays — almost 
forever.” 
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Tribute to a Genius: 
JOHN B. WATSON 


by Herman Stern 


On Sept. 26, 1958, the world of science was 
shocked and deeply saddened at the news of 
Dr. John B. Watson’s death at the Columbia- 
Presbyterian Medical Center in New York. 

During a long and distinguished career, John 
Broadus Watson had stepped upon the toes of 
many entrenched interests — mainly religious 
and professional. Later, prompted by a reduction 
in the appropriations of funds for his laboratory, 
he tendered his resignation from Johns Hopkins 
University where, as head of its Department of 
Experimental Psychology from 1908 to 1920, he 
formulated his theories on what he called Behav- 
iorism, a radical departure from psychological 
concepts of the late 1800’s and early 1900's. 

Dr. Watson was much indebted to, and inspir- 
ed by, the experiments of the Russian psy- 
chologist Ivan Pavlov, and the two exchanged 
letters on several occasions. 

His resignaion from Johns Hopkins University 
was followed by his entrance into the advertising 
field as senior vice-president at J. Walter Thomp- 
son and he is credited with developing the pres- 
tige or “Man of distinction” technique. 

Dr. Watson’s first love, however, brought him 
back into academic life and for several semesters 
he lectured at the New School for Social Re- 
search. 

Among his many works were “Psychology from 
the Standpoint of a Behaviorist” first published 
in 1920, “Psychological Care of Infant and Child” 
1926, and foremost and most popular, “Behavior- 
ism”, first published in 1924, and which ran into 
many editions. 

Recently, a new and completely revised edition 
bears the following imprint: 

“This new edition of “Behaviorism” is dedicated 
to the members of the American Psychological 
Association in gratitude for their citation of 
the author, presented at New York, N.Y., on 
September 2, 1957, in the following words: 

“To Dr. John B. Watson, whose work has been 
one of the vital determinants of the form and 
substance of modern psychology. He initiated a 
revolution in psychological thought, and his writ- 
ings have been the point of departure for con- 
tinuing lines of fruitful research.’ 

Dr, Watson was the victim, it seems, more of 
censure and disappropriation than of objective 
criticism and, in the introduction, he expresses 
wonder why Behaviorism had to weather such a 
“continuous storm”. 

“We believed then, as we do now,” he states, 
“that man is an animal different from other 
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animals only in the type of behavior he displays. 

“I think the forcing of this conviction caused 
most of the storm. It brought out the same type 
of resistance that appeared when Darwin's 
“Origin of Species’ was first published. Human 
beings do not want to class themselves with 
other animals. They are willing to admit that 
they are animals but, “somehting else in ad- 
dition.” It is this “something else’ that causes 
the trouble. In this “something else’ is bound 
up everything that is classed as religion, the 
life hereafter, morals, love of children, parents, 
country, and the like.” 

In the first chapter he expands upon this 
theme further: 

“Magic lives forever. As time goes on, all 
these critically undigested, innumerably-told tales 
get woven into the folklore of the people. Folklore 
in turn gets organized into religions. Religions 
get caught up into the political and economic 
network of the country. Then they are used as 
tools. The public is forced to accept all of the 
old wive’s tales, and it passes them on as 
gospel to its children’s children. 

“The extent to which most of us are shot thru 
with a savage background is almost unbelievable. 
Few of us escape it. Not even a college education 
seems to correct it. If anything, it seems to 
strengthen it, since the colleges themselves are 
filled with instructors who have the same back- 
ground. Some of our greatest biologists, physi- 
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cists, and chemists, when outside of their own 
laboratories, fall back upon folklore which has 
crystallized into religious concepts. These con- 
cepts — these heritages of a timid savage past — 
have made the emergence and growth of scien- 
tific psychology extremely difficult.” 

Dr. Watson decries the dogma of dualism pres- 
ent in introspective psychology and offers the 
soul concept as an example. 

“This soul is really a part of a supreme being. 
This ancient view led to the philosophical plat- 
form called “dualism”. This dogma has been 
present in human psychology from earliest an- 
tiquity. No one has ever touched a soul, or seen 
one in a test-tube, or has in any way come into 
its existence is to become a heretic and once 
relationship with it as he has with other objects 
of his daily experience. Nevertheless, to doubt 
might possibly even have led to the loss of one’s 
head, Even today the man holding a public po- 
sition dare not question it. 

“With development of the physical sciences 
which came with the renaissance, a certain re- 
lease from this stifling soul cloud was obtained. 
A man could think of astronomy, of the celestial 
bodies and their motions, of gravitation and the 
like, without involving soul. Although the early 
scientists were as a rule devout Christians, never- 
theless they began to leave soul out of their test- 
tubes. 

“Psychology and philosophy, however, in deal- 
ing as they thought with non-material objects, 
found it difficult to escape the language of the 
church, and hence the concept of mind or soul 
as distinct from the body came down almost un- 
changed in essence to the latter part of the 
nineteenth century.” 

The conclusion that the introspective psy- 
chologies were founded upon wrong hypotheses 
and that no psychology which included the re- 
ligious mind-body problem could ever arrive at 
verifiable conclusions was reached by Watson in 
1912. 

At present Behaviorism is still more of a 
methodological approach than an actual science 
and much more information about the function- 
ings of the “little black box’”’ (animal organism) 
between stimuli and response-patterns is needed 

. and his data, we can be sure, will gradually 
be furnished by physiology, biochemistry, biology, 
and other related disciplines, 

University of Chicago Press, 1957. 
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AR INTERNATIONAL 
PEN-PALS CLUB 


Conducted by Dave Shipper 


Our very first customer this month is TIM L. 
MONTLE, Genesee County Hospital, G4562, — 
Flushing Rd., Flint, Michigan, U.S.A. Tim is 
aged 20 and his hobbies are reading and base- 
ball. We hope your hispitalization is over soon, 
Tim. 

Mr. MENSAH ABLORDEPPY, P.O. Box 79, 
Agona Swedru, Ghana, is one of my N.S.S. fel- 
low members. His age is 47 and he asks for cor- 
respondence in English only. His hobbies are 
literature, table-tennis, gardening, etc. 

ELIZABETH M. SCOTT, 2058 Voorheis Ave., 
N.W., Grand Rapids 4, Michigan, U.S.A., would 
like to hear from rationalists all over the world 
of German descent. She likes outdoor life and 
owns a small parking business. Correspondence 
in English only. 

COLLIN COATES, 100 Acton Ave., Rivervale, 
West Australia, is our first Australian member. 
A busy freethinker, he is co-editor of the Western 
Secularist bulletin (ask for a sample!) and is a 
boomerang-straightener by profession, also run- 
ning a small kangaroo farm. 

JOSEPH J. BAEHNER, 3639 N. 15th Street, 
Philadelphia 40, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., is 35 years 
old, a bachelor, and is interested in classical 
music and reading. He would particularly wel- 
come British correspdondents. 

Mr. SIGI STADERMANN, 8 Hamaapil St., 
Ramat-Gan, Israel, is an enthusiastic musician, 
a teacher of music and conducts a choir. — He 
speaks English, German and Hebrew. Let’s hope 
he never gets the right key but the wrong flat! 

Thank you, UZZI ORNAN, (Secretaiy, Israeli 
League Against Religious Coercion) for your 
information and encouragement. Sholom alechum 
and tau da rabaa (excuse our patient printer for 
not using Hebraic characters!). 

Mr. LEWIS A. YOUNG, 69 Davis Ave., Dover, 
New Jersey, U.S.A., is a Liberal reader and would 
would like to hear from fellow freethinkers, He 
is a convinced internationalist. 

HERR. F. W. BAIER, Zahnpraktiker, 13B, 
Ast. 2, iiber Landshut 3, West Germany, saw a 
notice about our club in the Bavarian Mittei- 
lungsblatt (vielen dank, Herr Schriftleiter) and 
would like correspondence with overseas friends. 
He wrote to me in German, so that language 
should be used. 

Mr. ELIAHU HAYARDENI, 1 Tahkmoni St., 
Jrusalem, Israel, is a student of international 
politics and oriental studies. He would like pen- 
friends writing English or French. 

JOHN C. MARABLE, 206 E. Church St., Vic- 
toria ,Texas, U.S.A., is aged 35, a Liberal reader, 
ex-Naval Air Force, interested in speed sports 
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and aqua-lung diving. — Languages: English, 
French or German. 

THOMAS SHORROCK, 8 Rupert St., Nelson, 
Lanes., England, is a veteran N.S.S. member and 
declares himself Anti-Marxist - Communist - 
Socialist - theology, and Pro-World Government 
McCabe and Malthus. 

Mr. J. M. CHADWELL, 3102 Blaisdell Ave., 
So., Minneapolis 8, Minnesota, U.S.A., is an 
octogenarian (since Nov. 7th last) with a young 
and active mind and would like correspondence. 

Mr, JOSEPH HADARA, Hassokhnut Resid., 
Rasko Qrt, Jerusalem, Israel, is interested in 
humanism. He was born in the Argentine and 
has been in Israel for two years. — Languages: 
Spanish or Hebrew. Membesrs Bourbon, Pratt 
and Bartholomew, please note. 

SAMUEL C. ADAMS, 4507 Kingsbury Lane, 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A., is a much traveled sales- 
man aged 60. His hobbies are fishing and hunt- 
ing and he is a World War I Veteran, who served 
in France. Correspondence in English would be 
welcomed. 

Mrs. GEORGETTE L. BEAULIEU, 26 Belmont 
St., Near Cilley Road, Manchester, New Hamp- 
shire, U.S.A., is a keen rationalist who enjoys 
reading Russell, Ingersoll, Paine, etc, She is a 
widow aged 60 who writes in French as well 
as English. 

HORACE E. ROCCHIO, R.F.D., Reservoir Rd., 
Coventry, Rhode Island, U.S.A., is aged 39, mar- 
ried, has four children, and is an ex-R.C. who 
now proclaims himself an atheist. He is fond of 
gardening and grows fruit trees. Would like to 
hear from other freethinkers. 

ELBERT O. BROWER, 1739 Mifflin St., Phila- 
delphia 45, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., would like cor- 
respondents from all over the world. He reads 
French but only writes English. A few years 
ago he wrote a book Organic Evolution and In- 
telectual (not artistic Genius, he tells me, and 
this retails at $3.25.) He is willing to send a free 
copy to the first 30 rationalists whose letters 
indicate an interest in the subject. This does not 
apply to U.S.A. readers and those notified should 
send postage. 

AMOS CULP, 1202 West Wilkinson, Goshen, 
Indiana, U.S.A., is a Ripsaw and Voice of Free- 
dom reader, aged 24. He spent two years in a 
Christian (Mennonite) college, is a chess and 
card player and likes serious reading. He reads 
German and a little Spanish, but writes English 
only. He is employed as a printer by a local 
newspaper. 

Mrs, GRACE STRICKER, Okawyville, Illinois, 
U.S.A., is a rationalist who would appreciate 
correspondence. A widow of five years standing, 
she is a great admirer of John Cowper Powys 
and does nursing in the local hospital. 

JOHN WHITE, Rt. 1, Post Falls, Idaho, U.S.A.. 
would like overseas correspondence. He is aged 
47, is a Technocrat, has four children at home 
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and is an inspector in an aluminum rolling mill. 

GEORGE A. FINCHUM, E.T.S.C. Training 
School, Johnson City, Tennessee, U.S.A., is aged 
27 and a teacher of high school social studies. 
He is a philatelist and collects picture postcards 
and would particularly like to hear from other 
teachers. 

ALINE E. HILLERICH of 1804 Tyler Pkwy, 
Louisville 4, Kentucky, U.S.A., is a stenographer 
whose hobbies are dancing, reading, and the 
cinema. The lady desires correspondence in 
English only. 

MICHAEL GARNETT, 22 Litchfield Rd., Sut- 
ton, Surrey, England, is a Freethinker reader 
and an Esperantist. He would like to hear from 
Esperantists anywhere in the world. 

FRANK C. NEDLEY, Somenos Rd., R.R. 2, 
Duncan, V.I., B.C.., Canada, is a young chap of 
91 who is very interested in freethought affairs. 
Went to Canada from U.S.A. 40 years ago. He 
takes over the title of “oldest member” from 88 
year old Aimee Muspratt of London! 

A few youngsters in the Leicester Secular 
Society Youth Fellowship would like pen-friends 
overseas. These boys and girls are between 13 
and 16 years of age. Write to “Pen-Pals” — 
L.S.S.Y.F., Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, 
Leicester, England. Please bring this to the at- 
tention of any juniors you know. 

Space considerations mean that is all for this 
month. Don’t forget, if you like the pleasure of 
correspondence with fellow rationalists overseas, 
just write to me — Dave Shipper, 5 Kyveilog 
St., Cathedral Rd., Cardiff, Wales, Great Britain, 
detailing special interests, any extra languages 
spoken, etc. Membership is free — no dues of 
any sort, and we ask all rationalist journals to 
reprint details of our Club. See you all next 
issue! 

DAVE SHIPPER. 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

I have been taking the American Rationalist 
since its beginning and I think the November- 
December issue is the best yet. I wish you would 
print more letters from the readers. 

Sincerely yours, 
Norman Shaffer, Portland, Ore. 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

I have read with great interest your Editorial 
in the American Rationalist just received, and 
I wish to congratulate you upon your wonderful 
new position . . . More and more people all over 
the world are beginning to THINK, and use their 
Reason, which tells them that your Rationalist 
process of thinking is correct. 

Sincerely yours, 


William R. Peeler, 
Hollywood, Calif. 
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HIGH COURT RULES ON 
MAJOR RIGHTS CASES 


The United States Supreme Court ended its 
term last year with a number of decisions in key 
civil liberties cases. It ruled that: 


1. The State of Alabama had violatei con- 
stiutional standards by citing the NAACP for 
contempt when the Negro civil rights organi- 
zation refused to turn over its membrship lis* 
to state authorities. 


2. The Secretary of State does not have the 
power to withhold passports from American 
citizens who refuse to sign loyalty oaths con- 
cerning their political beliefs and associations. 

3. California’s requirement of loyalty oaths 
for certain veterans’ and church tax exemptions 
was unconstitutional. 

4. The dismissal of subway conductor Max 
Lerner under New York State’s Security Risk 
law following his use of the Fifth Amendment 
was unconstitutional. 


5. It would not review an arrangement by 
Girard College in Philadelphia allowing for ad- 
mission of only “poor white orphans” under the 
1830 will of Stephen Girard. 
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A New Booklet — 


So You May Know... 


WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR 
NON-RATIONALISTS 
v 


Contains Four Sections: 
* How the Bible originated 


* Description of and selections 
from the Syllabus of Errors of 
Pope Pius IX. 


* Selections from Luther’s Theses 


* Undemocratic pronouncements of 
the Roman Catholic Church 


8 pages crammed with excellent points 
for everyone to read — Protestants, 
Catholics or liberals. 


15 cents each - 10 for $1.00 
Published by 


Rationalist Association 


2218 St. Louis Ave. St Louis 6, Mo. 
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Dr. Richard L. Kenyon, Editor, 
Chemical and Engineering News, 
1155 Sixteenth St., N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 


Space does not permit a detailed reyisy to all 
the letters commenting upon mine of May 12, 
but I wish to correct one general misconception 
in the published, as well as in the unpublished 
letters (I have been given copies of the latter). 


In wartime, an entire branch of our Army is 
engaged in an intensive study of the enemy’s 
strategy, tactics and weapons. Any found 
superior to ours, however contrary to our pre- 
conceptions and prejudices it may prove to be, 
is promptly utilized to insure our victory. This 
was precisely the aim of my proposal that we 
reorient our educational program to train our 
youth in naturalism in place of the supernatur- 
alism of the Judaic-Christian tradition. I do not 
thereby advocate communism or indoctrination 
in Marxism, but merely the adoption of the best 
feature the Russian system has to offer to im- 
prove our education in science, This would not 
mean the abondonment of our ethical system; it 
would, on the contrary, have the beneficial ef- 
fect of freeing that system from a retarding 
supernaturalism inherited from a pre-scientific 
age. 


Having made this clear, I shall not attempt 
here to meet the several arguments most fre- 
quently advanced in the correspondence because 
these have already been answered in readily ac- 
cessible literature. Those who consider that 
Christianity has been an asset rather than a 
detriment to the advance of science should read 
either of the two classic books, “History of the 
Conflict between Religion and Science”, by John 
W. Draper, first president of the A.C.S., or “A 
History of the Warfare of Science with Theology 
in Christendom”, by Andrew D. White, first 
president of Cornell University. Those who feel 
that supernaturalism has a place in, or coordinate 
with, science should read the article “Science 
and the Supernatural’, by the late Anton J. 
Carlson, president in 1944 of the A.A.AS., 
(Science 73, 1887, p. 217, Feb. 27, 1931, re- 
published in “Scientific Monthly, August 1944). 
And those whose thinking is largely influenced 
by the concept of God or a Creator may care 
to read an article by the writer entitled “What 
Can We Believe?” (Humanist, 3, 1953), which 
is obtainable in reprint form on request from 
the American Humanist Association, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Harold R. Rafton, N.Y. 
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The most extensively read book on 
this vital and important subject. No 
book like this in print. Read this 
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order at once. 
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